November 9, 195) 


Mr. Kenneth E. Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett;: 


I understand that you have a Vermont reverse which is not 
listed in the Richardson amendmends to the Ryder listings. 

I am writing a book on American copper coinage from 1776 
through 1789 and am illustrating all of the Vermont coins. 

I would very much like to have a picture of your coin. If a 
picture of it has not already been taken I will have that 
done if you will send it to me as I have set up photographic 
equipment in St. Louis for that purpose. Most of my photo- 
graphy in the past has been done by A.N.S. but their service 
has somewhat bogged down. This will be a great convenience 
to me if you will give me your prompt cooperation. 


The book I am working on Principally involves the coinage 
of the Machin's Mills Mint and since that ties into Vermont 
I would like very much to have my Vermont data complete, 


Although you do not know me, my A.N.A. number is ho2h, indi- 


cating the length of time I have been interested in this 
subject. 


If there are any other coins you wish photographed along 
with the Vermont,I will be glad to do it for you. 


Sincerely yours, 


* 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN /atb 





Kang &. Bessel 
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28 Woodhary Street . hasan: New ‘Hampshire 
November 22,1954 


Mr. Eric Pl Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thanks for your letter of November 9th. I am 
very happy to be able to help you in any way with your 
book. It took several days to get prints from the 
photofinisher, and thus the delay in answering you. 


About the Vermont cent in question: But two 
specimens of this variety are known at the present. The 
coin pictured here is the better of the two and is in 
the Bennington Historical Museum and Art Gallery. They 
MUST be credited with the coin if and when you publish 
this picture. 


This new reverse, which takes the obverse of 
R-14,20,21,22,25 and 34, seems to have been used before 
R-22 and after R-23. It was, quite probably, the third 
reverse to be used in 1788. For a further account, see 
my article on this coin which will appear in the next 
issue of the 'Numismatist'. 


Just like yourself, I do my own photography. 
Perhaps we should compare notes. Although I knew 
nothing about photography when I started, I found it 
necessary to design and build my own equipment as no 
such thing is on the market. As I do most of my research 
work at museums and large private collections, I needed 
a self contained unit small enough to fit into a brief- 
case. I achieved this using a 35mm camera on a focal 
frame base with two miniature 100w bulbs attached. It 
works equally well for B&W prints and color slides. 


I have built up quite a collection of pictures 
of finest known or excessively rare coins, especially 
strong in Colonials and my 'pet' project the 1804 dollars. 


You were wrong in thinking that I did not know 
of you; for although we have never met I do keep track 
of most of the prominent numismatists and authors. We are 
both members of the ANA and ANS and furthermore, believe 


it or not, I was going to write to you sometime this 
month to ask your assistance.... 


I need your help because I too am doing research 
work on the Vermont Cents and I need a picture of your 


unique 'Richardson 32'. I feel sure that I can count on 
your cooperation, especially as you do your own photos. 
Incidentally, I also need pictures of R-35, 34 and 35. 
I may have to use the picture of the R-34 in Crosby, as 
I haven't located the coin yet. Do you have any info 
on this piece? 


Now that we are both wondering if our books are 
going to conflict with each other, I think that we had 
better exchange views on the subject: 


My book concerns only Vermont, and is not yet 
complete. It will show pictures of the finest known 
specimens of each variety, give an accurate rariety 
rateing of each piece and probably include some sort of 
current price list. It will no doubt be in a form similar 
to the ANS publications, but I do not plan to have them 
publish it. I will also attempt to establish the proper 
die sequence of the entire series. 


If you are not planning to include all of that 
information in your chapter on Vermont, then I see no 
reason for us not to go ahead and publish the two books. 


However, if you are planning a real comprehensive 
corpus on Early American copper 1776 to 1789, then may 
I make the suggestion that we combine our efforts, and, 
with proper credits, you may use my chapter on the Vermont 
series. I may also have photographs that you could use 
in other sections of the book. Like the Massachusetts cent 
pattern of 1776, New Jersey cent 1786 Obv. Eagle, Rev. 
Washington (Crosby 15a, pl. VII) the New Hampshire cent, 
and many others, or do you plan to concern yourself only 
with coins related to the Machin's Mills Mint? 


At any rate I will be most anxious to hear from 
you about your book regardless of what action you wish to 
take, and I know that we can be of some help to each other. 


Perhaps I shouldn't mix business with pleasure, 
but I have a few nice Colonials on consignment that I 
think you might like to hear about. They would go along 
nicely with some of your other unique coins: 


1. Pine Tree Shilling, New. Unlisted Obv. and Rev., similar 
to C 12-I. Evidence points to this being the only 
specimen extant of the very first Pine Tree coin. (See 
next month's 'Numismatist' where it will be pubhished 
for the first time) $550 


2. NE Shilling. Noe I-A. From the Newcomber-Green coll. 
EF and easily one of the finest known. $475 


5. Birch Cent. A.W. 10, 219gr. From the Brand coll. - 
Parmelee sale of 1890. Only three known. VF. $850 


Sincerely, 


ol WO aa 


November 26, 195) 


Mr. Kenneth &. Bressett 
28 Woodbury 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


I received your very nice letter of November 22nd and al- 
though I will answer more in detail soon, I want you to 
know that I am having trouble with photography but am going 
to solve it if it is the last thing I do. 


I am using a 7 inch focal length lens mounted vertically 

with a camera bellows 1h inches long. In this way I get a 
negative the exact size of the coin and can make contact 

prints, 


Your travelling photographic setup, no doubt, requires en- 
largement of the negative and your focus does not have to 
be as critical as what I am doing. What I wanted to know 
is if it is possible that you are getting full size m ga- 
tives of the coins, 


The coins you offered for sale are very interesting. I am 
going to write a friend of mine about the new Pine Tree 
item. I have a nice New England shilling but the 1796 Birch 
cent I do not have, Let me think about it a little while. 
In a few days 1 will go into the Vermont matter and let you 
hear from me. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P,. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





December 22, 195k 


Mr. Kenneth E, Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


During my spare time I have been trying to take pictures of 
coins as I have never done it before. It has been quite frus- 
trating not to be able to produce as good results as A.N.S. 
has done for all of us in the past. I am finally beginning to 
get pictures which are decent, but not fine enough. ' 


I have a 13 em focal length lens on a camera mounted face down 

on a tripod attached to the side of a table, I have a’ platform 
for the object which can be raised and lowered by a rack and wheel 
attachment taken from an enlarger. I have a large circular fluor- 
escent light suspended around the camera about the level of the 
lens, I am just trying to use supplemental side lighting by use 
of fluorescent desk lamps. I use fluorescents to give spread 
light, but I. am not sure on shiny coins whether that is right. 
What is your experience? I expose my pictures from 10 to 30 
seconds. My photographer then trys to give me good prints by 
compensating on printing time. All pictures are full size so 
contact prints can be made, 


Your results are excellent and I wonder how you mount your light- 
ing. You told me you take a picture using more light (2 bulbs of 
100 watts) and I wonder where the bulbs are relative to the ob- 
ject and whether your exposures are very short. Do you concentrate 
on focus or correct for size first? The varying thicknesses of 

the coins causes considerable adjustment for me as my focus is 


very critical. Most people send me their coins for study so I 
do not need a travelling set-up. 


Now for the Vermont situation -- I have for years been assembling 
data on coppers of N.Y., Connecticut, Vermont, Virginia, Machin's 
Mills, Fugios, patternsand counterfeits. I have published data 

on the Fugio coppers and the Continental pewter coinage. I have 
the Virginia coinage almost ready for publication. In my writing 


Page 2 December 22, 195h 
Mr, Kenneth E. Bressett 
Keene, New Hampshire 


on Vermont it is essential that I show the interlocking of the 
Vermont coppers with Hachin's Mills, Connecticut, ete. and this 
means Vermont cannot be separately done. I have a coin in my 
collection which is the key to the Vermont 1787-8 coinage and 
it is unknown and unpublished and I found it in the Fairfield 
County hoard. As far as pictures, I have lovely ones in most 
cases but never use the "finest known" expression as there are 
always coins not available and many you do not locate, I have 
pictures of all Vermonts, but need a better one of the obverse 
of Ryder 28 if you have it. I am enclosing pictures of #33 and 
#35, and the reverse of #3) in my collection, If you want the 
obverse of my #3) 1'11 have to take its picture. I cannot send 
you #32 because I am expected to publish it first and my hands 
are morally tied. 


As far as you publishing the order of the use of dies, the rarity 
and the value vou will in no way conflict with me. Can you cone 
clude anything by the order of use of the dies? 


As to Ryder 5 I hope you state that it is a contemporary counter- 
feit and not a Harmon piece. 


I would like to have copies of the pictures of the colonial 
rarities you have and can send you some too, I would like the 
New Hampshire copper, the Massachusetts pattern, and the Washing- 


toneshield (a Machin's Mills product). Please indicate where 
the original coins are, 


I would like to buy one or more of the 1/2)th real plantation 
tokens of James IIT. Do you have any for sale? 


I will look forward to hearing from you. 
Kindest holiday greetings. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb 


. 





> oa > 
Rivcth ©, Bressett 
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28 Woodbury Street . Kase, New ‘Hampshire 
January 18, 1955 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Many thanks for your nice letters, and for the pics. 
that you sent. It looks like you are getting some good 
results with your camera set-up. I am very much interested 
in your method; it is entirely different from mine. 


I am sending a picture of my set-up that you may 
get an idea of the size of it, and the position of the two 
lights. I have it now just about the way that I want it, 
except that I occasionally run into certain types of coins 
that are extreemely difficult to photograph. I am also 
sending a strip of negative so that you may see what that 
looks like. I get 36 exposures to the roll (for $1.10) so 
I cen shoot all day at a very small cost. As to correct 
focus; that was all accounted for when I built the stand. 
All I do is to put one coin under it-shoot at 1/25 sec.- 
turn it over and get the Rev. etc., etc. In a museum where 
a curator's time is valuable (so they all think) I can shoot 
about 100 coins per hour. 


Of course my negatives have to be enlarged, and your 
method is much nicer with a 1:1 ratio, but my photofinisher 
corrects for this giving me the correct size coins each time. 
I had a reason for using this format: I had made up my mind 
to use 55mm film, and this size allows me to take coins up 
to 25" in diameter without ever changing a thing on the 
camera. Another thing about this is that I can use color 
film and I get standard 35mm color slides (just like the 
ANA slides) that are excellent for lecture purposes. All 
this. Just click, click, click. Do you wonder that I am 
proud of my invention. 


Glad to hear your views on the Vermont situation. I 
will be looking forgward to your books end I know that mine 
will in no way conflict with yours. 


I would like to hear more about the coin you call the 
key to the Vermont 1787-8 coinage. Would you consider sending 
me the piece or a picture of it? Also would you send me 
your R-32 or a picture of it if I promise not to show it to 
anyone or publish it until you give the o.k. My work on the 
Vt. coinage is more for my own enjoyment than any other reason 
and I really don't care if I ever publish the book; it is a 


long, long way from being complete anyway, so don't wory 
about my getting ahead of you on publishing the #32. 


As I said before, I plan to show the order in which 
all the dies were used (though this is not of the lease 
importance) it is just something that I find fasinating 
as some people enjoy cross word puzzles. 


I would like a picture of the Obv. of #34 but it is 
not too important, I can use another Obv. Perhaps the 
picture of the R-28 that I am sending is better than the 
one you have. Will you compare it with the #33 and tell 
me if they are the same die? Does the #33 have the horizontal 
break show on your coin? In the picture it does not show, 
but the break between M and O of VERMONT seems more advanced! 


Is your picture of R-5 the Brevoort specimen or the 
other one? Yes, I know that it is a contemporary counterfit. 


. Sending a couple of the coins that you wanted. The 
N.H. cent I don't have yet, but had expected to have it 
before now. Both the Mass. pattern and the Washington piece 
are in the Appleton collection, Mass. Historical Society. 


Sorry I do not have a 1/24 real token just now. 
I will be looking forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely 


a 
_>. 


. 
ay} 
BS) Kennet &. B 
= Kenneth &. Hressett 
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28 Woodbury Street . hesieas New Hampshire 





30 May 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


With all of our mutual interests, I thought that it might 
be a good idea to keep in touch with each other once in a 
while and compare notes. 


My main interests are still in the Vermont and Massachusetts 
state coins. Work on the Vermont series is nearly complete 
now, and I may get to publish some sort of a monograph on 
the subject soon. If I do, I would like your permission to 
use the photograph of your R-354 that you so kindly sent me 
some time ago. 


I was glad to learn that my work on the die sequence, rarity 
and value of these coins will in no way conflict with your 
work on the Machin's Mills coins. Walter B. tells me that 
your series is nearly complete now and that it will be a 
very useful work. Let me know if I cm supply any photos 

or information on the Vermont sereis which is so closly 
interlocked. I am inclosing prints of a couple of Machin's 
coppers that may be of interest to you. 


Did I ever send you the pictures of the Massachusetts 
patterns and the other pieces that I said I was going to 
send? I do not seem to have any record of ever doing so; 
The New Hampshire cent has remained elusive, but I am going 
to try to get to it again next month and get pictures of it. 


I have been checking all 1/24 real plantation tokens and 
Fugios against your lists, but have not turned up anything 
inportant yet. Have you any new varieties to add? 


How are you doing with your photographic set up? I have 
switched almost entirly to making 35mm color slides. They 
are useful in many ways, and black and white prints can 
also be made from them, although not of ANS quality. 


Do you have a photo of the Connecticut cent 1-I? I would 
like to find out if the reverse die has a crack that may 
indicate when it was used (appearantly after Vt. R-31). 


Best wishes, 


givm or 





-2- Mr. Eric Newman 5S June 1956 


I have never seen the Garrett Coll. in Johns Hopkins Univ., 
but I do know most of the key items. Walter Breen and Geo. 
Fuld have both had some access to the inventory and neither 
of them ever mentioned a N.H. cent in that collection. In 
the Numismatist of November 19355 a Mr. Camp of Detroit, Mich. 
claimed to have one, but I can not trace it any further. The 
Prann coin, 1947 ANA Buffalo sale, is no doubt some sort of 


a fabrication. It is struck, and over some sort of a Spanish 
copper coin at that. 


You neglected to mention whether your 1777 was struck or 
cast. This factor would be some indication as to whether the 
piece is genuine or not. I am going to assume that the coin 
was struck and then leave you with the following observation 
which may not mean much without my actually examining the 
coin itself: Although the tree and harp have been followed 
very closly, the lettering is of a period much later than the 
date would indicate. The style reminded me immediately of 
another counterfeit of the GEN WASHINGTON/ N.J. Cent a photo 
of which is inclosed. Dick Kenney sent me the pictures of this 
piece struck in copper; Geo. Fuld has one that is struck over 
an English silver florin of 1917. Could it be that your 1777 
N.H. cent and this counterfeit were made at the same time? 


Thanks for the photos of the Connecticut 1-I. Poor as the 
coins are, I think that they were of some help. The following 
is the sequence of dies as nearly as I can reconstruct them: 


Harmon coins-Struck at Rupert: 


R-2-3-4 

R-6-7-8-9 

R-10-11-15 

R-34-14-12-32 seveeniness on NOVA CONSTELLATIOS after break 

ecurs on Rev. of R-14 (almost always) 

R-19-20-23-36-22-21 

R-26-25a-24-17-16 At this point the Ob. and Rev. of R-25a and 
the Rev. of R-16 dies are taken to Newburgh. 


subject to revise 


Machin's Mills coins-Newburgh: (Of the above, I am certain-from 
here on I need your help) 


R-15 
R-18-55-33-28-25b-29a-27, 


occasionally struck in brass) 
(overstruck on Irish 4d) 


R-51-C 1-1 -25c-29b-30-1, 
(small clumpy coins struck cl1790) 


I will send you the rest of my material as soon as I get. it in 
shape. 1 would like your oponion on my rarity ratings as well 
as the basal values and condition census. 


Best wishes, 


a, OF, 


June S, 19 56 


Mre Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


It was indeed a pleasure to hear from you. I am very pleased 
that you are continuing your research and hope you have un- 
covered some interesting new material, 


AeN eS. has accepted my article on coinage for Colonial Virginia 
for immediate publication and I have finished it. I completed 
another article soon to come out in the Numismatist on counter- 
feit Continental Currency Sponsored by the British. I wrote 
another article on Benjamin Franklin and his ideas for copper 
coinage for the 250th anniversary of lis birthday, I can now 
go back to my cseneral research on copper coinage of early 
America, 


With respect to your work on the Vermont pieces, you, of course, 
can use the photograph of my Ryder 3h. I do feel that it 

would be advisable for you to submit any Vermont material to 

me for review as I might be able to add Something, Perhaps 

you can work something up effective on die sequence but there 

is always the problem of having dies used and then later used 
again sometimes in the same combinations, 


I have all of my work on the Machin's Mills coin completed 
and, as T may have told you, I have pictures of all the Ver~ 
monts in the best condition I could find them, They will be 
included in my work also as that is a part of the Machin's 
Millis story. Thank you for the Machin's Mills photographs. 
ry familiar with these pieces but giad to have the record 
of then, 


You never did send me any pictures of the Massachusetts patterns 
and other pieces which you said you were going to send. 


You mention that you are going to get a picture of the New 
Hampshire piece and I think that is very essential. I have a 
New Hampshire copper in my own collection which is the Pine 
Tree one shown in Crosby and I have another one with America 
Liberty done in different lettering and which is not in Crosby. 


«26 June 5, 1956 
Mr, Kenneth Bressett 


It is dated 1777 and I don't know whether to conclude that 
it is genuine or counterfeit or a forgery for collectors, 

It apparently is unpublished in any literature and that 
leads me to believe it may be genuine, Actually, I believe 
they are all patterns, I will send you a picture of it if 
you are going to do any work on the New Hampshires, Above 
all, I would appreciate any information you have as to where 
any New Hampshire coppers are located. 


You asked about Connecticut l-I, I am sending you a photo- 
graph of two miserable specimens which I had done at AclleS. 
I have 2 photo of another from the AeNeSe collection, My 
own specimen is in about the same condition. I do nob see 
any die break, The reverses are all struck so poorly that 
one probably can assume that the die was pretty well worn 
out at this point, The reverse on R-31, as well as the 
regular Vermonts are generally much clearer, 


If you write me promptly I will appreciate 1% as I will pro- 
bably be gone during July and some of August on vacation. 


Give Walter my regards if you see him and keep up the good 
work. 


y Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


June 22, 1956 


Mr, Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keane, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 

I am enclosing photographs which I made of 

my two New Hampshire items. Johns Hopkins 

University has one or two and I thought you 


might be able to let me know who might have - 
the others. 


It is interesting that the specific gravity 
of both of the enclosed items is 8,87. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC Pe NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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28 Woodhury Street « Keone; New Hampshire 
26 June 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thanks ever so much for the help and encouragement of your 
letters. I hope that this reaches you before you start on 
your vacation. 


Your articals on Counterfeit Continental Currency and the 
coinage of Virginia sound interesting to say the least. I 
shall be looking forward to reading them. With respect to 
your research on the copper coinage of early America I am 
sending a few pictures along which may be of some use to you. 


I do not have the picture of the N.H. cent yet, and no prints 
on hand of the Massachusetts pattern, but I will get these 
and a few others off to you as soon as I get to it. 


Both of your N.H. Cents come to me as a surprise. As a 
matter of fact, I have been toying with the idea of including 
the N.H. coinage in my Vermont book. The fact that they are 
known as the 'Twin States' could give me liberty to do this, 
and this would be a good spot to bring the N.H. coinage up 

to date--not that very much can be said for«éxperimental 
coinage other than what S.S.Crosby has put forward. 


Re: the actual coinage-- 

The two "pattern" pieces mentioned by Crosby are now 
unlocated; with the possible exception that one of them is, 
or was with the Brand material. Both of them are unique. 


The other variety, which may or may not have been a 


pattern, is not quite so rare. I know of the following 
examples: 


1) The Stickney coin. This is pictured in Crosby and is 
currently being used to illustrate the Standard Catalogue. 
The coin is now in the ANS collection. 

2) The Col. Green coin. This is the piece pictured in the 
Guide Book. It was sold in the 1948 ANA Boston convention 
auction going to Wm. O'Brien @ $400. Later it was sold to 
Clinton Putnam and in 1952 it went to Dr. John Miller. All of 
these men live in New Hampshire. 

3) Your specimen. 


One or two others are forever being reported, but I have yet 
to see them--much on the order or the Strawberry Leaf Cent. 


July 2, 1956 


Mr. Kenneth E, Bressett 
2&6 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


Your letter of June 26, 1956 was most interesting and 
I want to try to help you straighten out the matters 
under consideration, 


First, I think it is very important to get hold of a 
picture of the New Hampshire cent which you state Dr. 
John Miller has or perhaps the Yeoman will furnish you 
with a picture of it. 


I found my notes concerning the Garrett collection at 
Johns Hopkins and I find #2089, Crosby 28-(A) from the 
Newcomer collection, obverse fAir, reverse fine, I also 
find No, 2099,Crosby VI-3, from the Ellsworth collection, 
in good condition and described as the best illustrated 
in Crosby. You state that this latter piece is in the 

Ae eSecollection, Some one is wrong and it would be 
interesting to find out. 


I am very grateful to you for the photographs which — 
you sent and would be glad to help you as soon as you 


continue your research and when I get back from my 
vacation. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
ErN/atb 


i neth &, hy resell 
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28 Woodkury Street « Mesta New Hampshire 





4 September 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman; 


I have held up answering your last letter, both to 

give you a chance to get back from the convention and 
your vacation, and also because several new things have 
been hapening in the New Hampshire cent line that I 
wanted to see more fully developed before reporting to 
you. 


First off: I checked with the Johns Hopkins University 
collection and find that they do have the two varieties 
of the N.H. cent, Crosby 28a and Crosby VI-3 from the 
Newcomer and Ellsworth collections respectivelly. They 
are sending photographs of these pieces as soon as they 
are ready. I have also requested prints of the Stickney 
specimen in the ANS; equipped with these, it should be 
easy to tell which piece is illustrated in Crosby's book. 
Actually, Crosby states that it is the Stickney coin. For 
some mysterious reason, almost every N.H. cent owner 
thinks that their piece is used to illustrate either the 
Standard Catalogue, the Guide Book or Crosby. 


Dr. John Miller's specimen, ex Green, ex Waldo Newcomer, 
came originally from one Rudolf Kohler for $42. This 
seems to be the piece used in the Guide Book--however he 
still has not sent it to me for photography and weight, 
so I can not tell for sure. He will send it soon. 


John Gilbody's specimen has just gone to a Boston dealer 
for sale, or perhaps to go into an auction. It is reported 
to be the finest known, but I have not seen this piece 
yet. With any luck he will send it to me for examination 
this week. Then we can tell! 


Another N.H. cent has turned up in Boston--this one is 
the second known specimen of Crosby 28a. I went over the 
coin carefully and it seems to be o.k.; I can tell better 
when I get the prints from Johns Hopkins and compare the 
two. Walter Breen also thinks the piece o.k. They are 
going to let me sell the piece if I can get a good offer 
for it. They are shooting for $1,500 which seems fair 
enough to me for a coin of this nature. I will send a 
print of it along with this letter. 


record even 
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September 28, 1956 


Mr. Kenneth E, Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keane, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr, Bressett: 
Thank you for your nice letter of September,1956. 


Dick Picker told me about your troubles and although I do not 
know you, I know how sad it is to lose a baby. The real con- 
solation usually is that if there is some defect which is de- 
veloped in the course of the growth of a baby before it is born, 
“itis just as well that the baby doesn't go through life that way. 


I am glad that you are obtaining pictures of the two New Hampshire 
items in the Johns Hopkins collection, I will look forward to 
receiving pictures of the other New Hampshire pieces whieca you 
have Located, 


Just to make your life more miserable, there is another New Hamp- 
shire piece in the New Netherlands Coin Company office in the col- 
lection of Vermonts and perhaps John Ford will let you take its 
picture, 


I am forwarding to you the two New Hampshire pieces which I own 
one 1776, the other 1777, ‘hey both have exactly the same density. 
Please return them at your convenience, 


I wish to thank you for ‘the prints of the coins at the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. [It has stimulated me to try to find some 
legal basis for the 1776 Massachusetts copper, 


Tt presume you know that the Immunis Columbia, the photograph of 
which you sent, is struck over a New Jersey coin and that there 

are four that I know of, The other Gloucester shilling pattern is 
at Johns Hopkins and this is a mystery to me. I have the page 
proofs on the Virginia coinage of 1773 and I have never been able 
to find one speck of information about Richard Dawson or the build- 
ing pictured on the coin, It would seem to me that a man important 
enough to put out a token or a coin would have been in the records 
of Virginia somewhere but, apparently, he isn't. 


IT have examined my Rell and R-15 and I cannot tell which came 
first. I do not believe it is too important, If you are cone 


«2e September 26,1956 
Mre Kenneth E, Bressett 


vinced that some specimens of the 11 are struck after the 15 
because that shows that the date is probably 1786, that is 
sufficient. i have looked at my R-35 but it is so miserable 
ft cannot see any die breaks, 


Your photography is really excellent and some day I hope you 
can give me some helpful suggestions with my setupe 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


ae neth &. R resaell 
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28 ‘Woodbury Street . Kelme: Now Hampahire 








1 October 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thanks ever so much for your comforting and encouraging 
letter. How much nicer this old world could be if 
everyone took time to be as helpful to each other as you. 


Your two New Hampshire cents arrived here safely today. 
I weighed them and shot them in black sand white then 
made color slides of them tonight so I should be able to 
get them into the mail and back to you tomorrow. 


Thanks to you and two or three others, I am begining to 
put some of the pieces together on this New Hampshire 
cent problem. I am not afraid to admit that I was very 
much mixed up to begin with, but then I am no expert and 
for that matter nobody else seems to know exactly what 
the whole story is. 


After this weekend, wnen I will attend the New England 
Numis. Conference, I should be able to come up with some 
concrete information about the owners of each specimen. 
Appearently the Crosby VI-3 in the Johns Hopkins coll. 

is the Stickney specimen and it is not in the ANS as I 
thought. Pictures of this coin as well as their 28-a 
arrived last week. A startling discovery: Gould's coin 
(the one that I sent pictures of) has a different obverse 
than the Johns Hopkins coin. I can't quite figure that 
one out yet. I am positive that the coin is genuine, but 
why did Moulton produce two almost identical patterns? 


I noticed the notation 'Newcomer-Green! on your coin. Are 
you quite sure of this? Thel948 Boston ANA auction hed 
what was reported to be the Green coin. This is the piece 
that Dr. Miller now has. 


Glad that you enjoyed the pictures that I sent; I knew 
that you could figure out what they were. I will send the 
N.H.'s and others when I get them together. Thanks for 
checking your Vermonts and thanks again for sending the 
New Hampshire cents. More later. 


Sincerely, 


fe. ORS 


October 2, 1956 


Mrs Kenneth E. Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


I must give you further information on my Ryder 18 and Ryder 
35. The bottom of the "I" gn "ZrpR is trapezoidal and the 
Star to the right of "B" is uniform in Ryder 35. In Ryder 18, 
the bottom of the "I" still have serifs and the star is oval 
in shape, Apparently these two items wére recut before my 
No, 35 was made, 


In looking through the Woodward Sale of March 26, 1865, I 
happened to notice lot No, 2572, which is Ryder No, 5, and 

it is said to be unique, IT have never made up my mind whether 
this was a contemporary forgery or whether it is an artificial 
coin produced for the collectors during the 1855-60 period, 
Have you an opinion on this subject? 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


> & 
Kenseth ©. CB rossell 
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28 Woodbury Street , Keens, New “Hampshire 





19 October 1956 
Dear Mr. Newman, 


First off, let me answer your last letter. The information 
about the Vt. Ryder 18 and Ryder 35 was just what I wanted 
to hear; it confirms a suspicion that I had about that 
particular reverse die, and I am convinced now that 35 
followed 18. 


As to Ryder 5, I am sure in my own thinking that the piece 
is a contemporary forgery. The cast copies, if they do 
exist (I know about them only from Crosby's work) were 
probably made during that 1855-60 period that produced so 
many other interesting fabrications. I examined Breen's 
specimen last week and as near as I can tell it is not 

one of the cast pieces as was formerly believed. He is 
fairly well convinced of this now, as is F.C.C. Boyd who 
has also seen the piece. A print of it is inclosed, the 
only catch is that the coin in the Bullowa sale, 1953 has 
a very definite ground or exergual line just above the date. 
The rest of the coin seems to match Breen's. The Bullowa 
coin is in terrible condition and did not photograph well 
at all, but it is definitely a struck piece. In any event 
the Ryder 5 is not a product of the Vermont mint. 


Now on to your previous letter. Thanks again for sending 
the two New Hampshire pieces. No doubt you have received 
them by now. Prints of the photographs that I took are 

also inclosed. I think that your prints were even better, 
but I did want to get them on negatives of my own. I will 
also send pirnts of the Gilbody specimen. This is the best 
preserved N. H. cent that I know of; it is the one that 

is illustrated in the Guide Book. I will send you prints 

of the Johns Hopkins specimens as soon as they send me the 
additional prints that I have requested. Their Crosby VI-3 
iS the Stickney coin, and is the piece illustrated in Crosby 
and the Standard Catalogue. Their 28a has a different 
obverse die than the Copley Coin Co.'s piece and so their 
coin is actually a new variety. I believe that I sent you 
prints in my last letter. Here is a run-down of the specimens 
that I am now sure of: 

Johns Hopkins University Crosby 28a 79 2/3 gr. 


Copley Coin Company . 28a 101 gr. (variety) 
Johns Hopkins University : VI-3 155 ger. 

John Gilbody (Court Coin) : “ 

Eric Newman . 5 142 «gr. 

John Miller , : 149 gr. 

Mrs. Norweb “4 is ps 
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Mr. Eric Newman page II 


There are two fabrications: the Prann coin in the ANA 
convention auction 1947 now in F.C.C. Boyd's collection, 
and the 1777 piece that you have. I have heard that Mr. 
Boyd also has a genuine Crosby VI-3, but I am not sure 
of this yet. Ford is all mixed up about the N.H. coins 
(as well as a few other things) The piece that they had 
in their office was Dr. Millers coin---three or four 
years ago, and they did not sell it to him as claimed. 
The good doctor has not sent me his coin yet, I think 
that he is mad at me because I bought the bulk of his 
'Colonial' coins from his former wife who releaved him 
of them. I do have the weight however, and will get the 
ANS prints of the piece through New Netherlands who had 
them made. 


Glad to hear that you could use the prints of some of the 
MHS coins. I was aware of the Immunis Columbia/New Jersey 
piece. As I recall (without checking tonight) you did an 
article on this thing for the 'Numismatist! some time ago. 
I know nothing of Richard Dawson either--only that two 
specimens of the coinage are known.(J.H.U. and M.H.S°). 


Breen has a rubbing of Boyd's Vt. Ryder 15, early state 

of the reverse die break with some of the final 7 of the 
date showing. Evidently the order actually was R-11, R-15, 
and later, additional R-1ll's. No doubt because the reverse 
of R-15 did not hold up for long. 


I am still expérimenting with my camera set-up, and not 
completely satisfied with it yet, but it is convenient and 
efficient. The Yale University collection is open again 
and I am going to visit them soon and shoot as many of 
their interesting pieces as possible. I have been trying 
for years to do this but have never hit it right for both 
myself and them. 


The NENA convention was very enjoyable, but then I always 
like them. Picked up a 1943 cent struck in silver that I 

got a big kick out of. It was struck on a dime planchet 

and has seen some circulation. I wonder what it passed as! 
The same dealer also had a genuine (and beautiful) Bar Cent 
that he said was a Bolen copy and so would not sell it even 
for the $8 (!!) price tag that he had on it. He should stick 
to his rolls and modern proof sets. 


I am slated to speak at The Assumption College, Worcester, 
Mass. next week, on Classical Greek coins; a subject that 

I was once quite interested in, but have not touched for 

two or three years, so I must leave this now and get started 
with some backgreund reading. 


Best wishes, 


Oe Ge 


November 19, 1956 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr, Bressett: 


I find I have not replied to your letter of October 19th. As 
to the New Hampshire cents I am looking forward to receiving 
pictures of the Johns Hopkins Specimens, I hate to tell you 
but I have a good idea that some of those you think are genu- 
ine probably are not. I am interested, however, in how you 
determined that my 1777 piece is not genuine. Just because it 
has the wrong date doesn't prove anything. It is not because 
I own it that I question your attribution but I would like to 
have a few further facts, 


I have done a great deal more work on the copper coinage mater- 
4al which I am developing and have run into many curious things. 
I have had to investigate all of the archives of the different 
states as well as their laws and have gone over all of the 
articles in various coin publications. In fact, I am exhausted. 
I will probably start writing this material up within the next 
six months as it contemplates the results of Bive years of ree 
search, We certainly want to meet before then and chew over 

a few of our mutual problems. 


Kenneth Scott has asked me to read the proof on his new book 
being published by the Oxford University Press and that will 
put me out of circulation for a while, 


Incidentally, I have a reference to Vermont Historical fracts 
(1,316) which, apparently, has some mention that copper coins 
with George III obverses is involved in a mystery. I don't 
know what is really in the article but wondered whether you 
know what is referred to. I ran across this reference in the 
Museum of American History, Vol. 1, page 5h. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEWMAN 


ae neth &. Bross 





ed 


28 Woodbury Street bd Keanal New Hampshire 





19 November 1956 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Is there any chance that my package containing your 
two New Hampshire cents did not reach you? Ditto my 
last letter with the photographs. If not, they are 
overdue and I will have to check on them. 


I now have pictures of the Johns Hopkins University 
collection's two N.H. cents and I will send you prints 
with this note. As you will see, their 28a is different 
from the coin that Gould turned up. 


This is the time of the year to spend working around 
the house and with the family--the coins have to 


suffer. Will keep in touch with you on any news of 
numismatic importance. 


Best, 


Xi. Cassel ~ 


January 25, 1957 


Mre Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mre Bressett: 


I have been so busy getting a couple of articles published 
that I did not have an opportunity to thank you with respect 
to the photographs you sent in November and compliment you 
on the fine job you are doing in trying to straighten out 
this New Hampshire puszle,. 


About a year ago I was asked to write an article for the Cen- 
tennial edition of A.N.S. and I forgot all about it. I now 
am advised that I have fifteen to thirty days to do so and 
while I have a great deal of material written on a subject 
matter which cannot be confined in the space allotted, I have 
to fit in some episode which will be of worthwhile nature, 


There are two things I want to check with are - or have you 
been asked to write something, and if you/ f do not wish to 
cross subjects with you. If you are not planning to write 
something for that number then I would like to know if it will 
interfere with your work if I write an article on an imitation 
Buglish halfpence which proves how the Vermont coinage was made, 
I would like to publish pictures of all the Vermonts which I 
have already mounted, It occurred to me that you might have 
better pictures than I have and might wish your plates but 

into this article. I certainly would give you full recognition 
if I used your pictures on the plates, 


You had indicated previously that you had in mind publishing 
the finest known Vermonts and it occurred to me that this would 
be an excellent way of doing so. If, however, you plan an 
article with something new on the Vermonts I would not expect 
you to spoil that. 


I am writing to the san in charge of the publication to ask 
whether I can have more space for plates than is allotted to 
individuals and I hope he will let me have it, 


20 January @, 1957 
Mre Kenneth Bressett 


If you wish to telephone me, collect, at my home, Parkview 7-0850, 
some evening instead of writing, please feel free to do so, 


Three of the four volumes of the A.l.S. publication will be de- 
voted to classical and medieval coinage, The fourth volume will 
have to take in the coins from all over the world so you can 

see how limited the space for American material may be, I, 
personally, think it is a shame that so little space is allotted 
to American material but a classics professor is in charge of it, 


Please let me hear from you promptly in spite of my example but 
you can see how much work I have had to do to get out an A.lleSe 
monograph, two articles in the Franklin Issue of the Numismatist 
and an extensive article in the January and February, 1957 
Numismatist,. IT am entitled to be forgiven. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPu/atb 


or Fi Re 9 D> 
hneth ©. Bressett 
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28 W coral thury Street é Kaane, New ‘Hampshire 





January 28, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It's rather late tonight, but I must take a few minutes 
to answer your letter of November 19th. I had no idea 
that there was any question but what your 1777 N. H. 

cent was a fabrication, but since you raise the point 

I can only say that it seems to meet the qualifications 
of a later date fabrication more strongly than it would 
fit in as a genuine piece. If we could determint just 
what coin this piece was struck over that would prove to 
be a valuable clue. Other than that my only argument is 
that the style, striking and letters match very closely 
that of a GEN. WASHINGTON/New Jersey Shield cent that is 
owned by George Fuld and is a definite fabrication, struck 
over a 1917 English florin. My guess is that they were 
made by the same person in the early 20's when collectors 
were looking for unique 'Colonial' pieces of this nature. 


Now I would like to ask you why you think that some of 
the N. H. eents on my list of owners may not be genuine. 
I have heard of fake pieces of the ‘orizinal' type, but 
have never seen one. Have you? 


The Bennington Historical Soc. museum still has not siven 
mé any answer to your question about the mystery of the 
George III coppers. I am sure that my firend Mr. Barret 
will send me any information that he can dig up however. 


Your work in the Franklin issue of the 'Numismatist! was 
excellent. I have not had time to go over your latest 
effort on the coins of Virginia (I blush) I have some 
idea of the quality that I can expect. 


Now lets switch over to FUGIO cents. Enclosed is a print 

of the Appleton specimen in the Mass. Hist. Soc. collection 
with your reverse EE without lettering. I can not tell if 
this is the Brevoort specimen or not, but it may well be. 

It sure looks as if there never was any lettering on the 
piece. Can you tell anything from this rather poor print? 

(it was made from one of my color slides). What can you 

tell me about Bushnell's claim that some Fugios were made 

at the Rupert, Vt. mint? I will send along for your examina- 
tion and comment a few new Fugios that I have just picked 


up. 


-page II- 


I will be interested to learn from you if I have been 
correct in my attribution. The 20-R and 1-L I understand 
have already been recorded, but the 18-X does not seem 

to be. I believe that the Obv. coupled with your Rev. M 

is a new and unlisted die. Notice that the die axis is 

TT in stead of T)¥ as is usual. Does this have any special 
significance? Feel free to play with them as long as you 
wish before returning them. 


That's all of the news for now I think. May I hear from 
you soon. 


Sincerely, 


P.S. Dick Picker has sent me ANS prints of the two new 
Fugio reverse dies: SS and WW. Would you care to assign 
a number to my new obverse. 


Yr ae ri) 
aivcdt ©. Prossett 
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28 Woodbury Street . Kasne; New Hampshire 





January 30, 1957 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


After waiting two months to get a chance to write to you, 
I guess that I should have put it off for another day. 
Your letter arrived today; as I know that you are anxious 
for a reply I will get right to it tonight. 


No, I have not been asked to write for the Centennial 
edition of A.N.S. so there will be no confilct on that 


point. The question of the Vermont pictures is more of 
a problem. 


I would indeed be proud to have you use my pictures in 
your work, but unfortunately I can not abandon by efforts 
on the Vermont coinage, because of other commitments. 
Walter Breen, F.C.C. Boyd and myself will co-author the 
book. All of the material is assembled now, but as usual 
I just haven't found time to write up my notes into 
manuscript. form. I really do believe that all of my 
pictures are those of the finest known specimens of each 
variety. Several of them are mint state! We will include 
condition census, rarity, basal value and all pertinent 
information in an effort to make it as complete as is 
possible. I also plan to include a similar Chapter on 
the coinage of New Hampshire, and hope to be able to use 
pictures of every known specimen. 


I feel sure that you will understand my position. If 
there is any particular variety that you need a picture 
of, or feel that yours is not good enough, I will be 
happy to send it to you. 


It doesn't take much to revive my original interest in 
classical coinage, but I must agree with you that much 
more space could have been devoted to Early American 
coinage in the proposed A.N.S. publication. How many 
times is the society referred to as the Ancient Numis- 
matic Society? Actually, a half hour's talk with 
someone like Dr. Dewing or a look at his collection 
would get anyone interested in Classical coinage. 


i have not seen Breen lately, but I do know that he has 
been keeping busy at New Netherlands and owes me a letter. 
I'll try to find out what hé is up to. As usual it will 
be something good!! 


Sincerely, 


“Xen O8. 


February 5, 1957 


Mr. Kenneth E, Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr, Bressett: 


Your letters of January 28 and January 30 at hand. As to New 
Hampshire, I certainly believe that the 1777 is a fabrication, 
As to the various pieces with William Moulton's initials, I 
have aiways been suspicious of these particularly when one, I 
believe, was dug up in a sewer, As far as fake pieces of the 
original type are concerned, I believe the Pine Tree one pence, 
the 1650 Pine Tree pieces and many other wellknown fakes were 
made up for collectors such as Bushnell, 


Thank you for the nice words concerning the items issued for 
the Franklin number and the Virginia opus, 


As to your questions on the fugio, I first want to tell you 
how I appreciate your examination of the many items to find 
new varieties, You are correct in your attributions, The 

new Obverse you find is 22 which is combined with M., There is 


a speciman at ANS. I do not believe that the die axis has any 
particular meaning. 


I do not believe there is any possibility that Bushnell is 
correct in his statement that fugio were made in Rupert, 
Vermont, This would have been in violation of the Vermont 
Statute and would result in a forfeiture of the bond, Bushnell 
is routinely unreliable in many respects, 


You asked about the Reverse BE which has no lettering. The 

one illustrated in Crosby also has no lettering. These certainly 
seem to be the same coin, There is great doubt as to whether 
this coin was struck in 1787. My speciman has center lettering 
but none on the band, The ones in gold have the lettering in 

the center and on the band, I am studying these matters in 

the hope of obtaining further clues, 


Mr, Bressett Page 2 February 5, 1957 


I think it is high time for me to get new pictures of this 
issue from the ANS negatives and send you, Picker, Walter, 

etc. a new set. What I really would like to do is republish 
all of them and I have some ideas as to how that can be worked, 


If you care to send meanother print of the new Obverse 22, 
I would appreciate it. I will keep your coins for a while 
before returning them, 

Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPN:klw 


February 5,1957 


Mr. Kenneth E,. Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


As to the matter of your Vermont pictures, I fully appreciate 

your position as I did before I wrote you. I am only sorry that 
they did not ask you to write for the Centennial edition, I have 
written-my article in sketchy fashion and have received permission 
to have an additional plate but I don't know whether they will 

let me put in all the bust type Vermonts showing their interlocking, 
I would like from you, since you have offered it, a better picture 
of the reverse of Ryder 15 since mine is taken from a book and a 
better picture of the obverse of Ryder 29 which is mottled,even 
though uncirculated (Boyd's specimen), Incidentally, I have un- 
circulated red specimens of Ryder 6 and 7, I believe, in case yours 
are not in that condition, 


As soon as I complete the text of my article and send it in to 
pacify the committee, I think it might be well for me to send it 
to you for examination and prepare for a shock, as it is going to 
be centered about an unknown coin which is the key to the bust 
type Vermonts, TI picked this coin out of the Fairfield County 
hoard after Messrs. Stack had thought 6hey sold off the choice 
pieces, 


I think your work on the New Hampshires will be very interesting 
and I certainly would check the New Hampshire newspapers of the 
period to see if there is any comment about the coinage. I also 
would check the Vermont newspapers of 1785 through 1788, if possible. 


I would very much like to hear from the Benington Historical Socie 
ety and wonder if you would follow up your letter, I hesitate to 
write them direct if you have already asked them to find the re- 
ference to Vermont Historical tracts (1,316). Perhaps they would 
have a copy made promptly and send me a bill for a photostat or 
typing it out if it is long. 


I want to thank you, again, for keeping me supplied with the wonder- 
ful pictures which you take, Your helpfulness in my research 
is sincerely appreciated and I hope I can always reciprocate, 


-26 February 5, 1957 
Mr.Kenneth E, Bressett 


e 


Your article on Ryder 36 will be cited in my little article. 


Walter is busily at work on his article and we are in corres- 
pondence. 
Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


P, S. If you can write me two letters, I can write you two 
letters at a time, 


BePoN . 


February 5,1957 


Mr. Kenneth E, Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


4s to the matter of your Vermont pictures, I fully appreciate 
your position as I did before I wrote you. I am only sorry that 
they did not ask you to write for the Centennial edition, I have 
written my article in sketehy fashion and have received permission 
to have an additional plate but I don't know whether they will 
let me put in all the bust type Vermonts showing their interlocking, 
I would like from you, since you have offered it, a better picture 
of the reverse of Ryder 15 since mine is taken from a book and a 
better picture of the obverse of Ryder 29 which is nottled,even 
though uncirculated (Boyd's specimen), Incidentally, I have un- 
circulated red specimens of Ryder 6 and 7, I believe, in case yours 
are not in that condition, 


As soon as I complete the text of my article and send it in to 
pacify the committee, I think it might be well for me to send it 
to you for examination and prepare for a shoek, as it is going to 
be centered about an unknown coin which is the key to the bust 
type Vermonts. I picked this coin out of the Fairfield County 
hoard after Messrs, Stack had thought hey sold off the choice 
pieces, 


I think your work on the New Hampshires will be very interesting 

end I certainly would check the New Hampshire newspapers of the 
period to see if there is any comnent about the coina @. I also 
would check the Vermont newspapers of 1785 through 1788, if possible, 


I would very much like to hear from the Benington Historical Socie 
ety and wonder if you would follow up your letter. I hesitate to 
write them direct if you have already asked them to find the ree 
ference to Vermont Historical tracis (1,316), Perhaps they would 
have a copy made promptly and send me a bill for a photostat or 
typing it out if it is long, 


tf want to thank you, again, for para me supplied with the wondere 
ful pictures which you take. Your he pfulness in my research 
is sincerely appreciated and I hope I can always reciprocate, 





-2= February 5, 1957 
Mr,Kenneth E, Bressett 


Your article on Ryder 36 will be cited in my little article, 
Walter is busily at work on his article and we are in corres- 
pondence, 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


P. S. If you can write me two letters, I can write you two 
letters at a time, 


BePelle 


February 7, 1957 


Mre Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, Yew Hampshire 


Dear Mr, Bressett: 

Don't do anything about the Vermont Tracts. 
T have finally figured out that this is 2 
bad reference to the Vermont Historical 
Society collections and the article in 


question is Slafter's "Vermont Coinage", 
Call off the dogs, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


February 15, 1957 


Mr» Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


I have practically concluded not to publish 
pictures of all the Vermont varieties as part 
of my article, Thia is prompted,first, by 
the fact that it might spoil your proposed 
work and,second, that it is not absolutely 
segential for me. 


If you have not worked on the pictures for 
mM, you can skip it. 


I will send you a copy of wheat I am writing 
very shortly so thet you can make any 
corrections or suggestions, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC PP. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


2/8/67 
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February 19, 1957 


Mre Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Bressett: 


i do need a good photograph of Ryder 27. I have 
one of Boyd's specimen but it is not too clear, 
Perhaps you have a better one of that or another 
clear one. Would you spare a print or so? 


I have asked A, Ne S. to send me the negatives 

of all of the photographs I had made of Fugio cents. 
If they do I will be glad to send you a set of prints 
if you would like to have them, I know how miser- 
able it is to work from the euts made in the Raymond 
publication. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC Pe NEWMAN 


BPN/atb 


226 asim aks 
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February 27, 1957 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Mr, Bressett: 


i am enclosing a copy of the article which I wrote for AglisS, 
and have already started to change it and clarify it so that 
you have an opportunity to tear it to pieces, Please do 50. 
Please return the article after you have made your suggestions 
and I will send you a copy of the next revisions 


I am enclosing with that article a photograph showing enlarge- 
ments of a typical Vermont, the new coin and the Connecticut 
tie-in, I expect to show in another photograph Ryder 27, 

the 1788 imitation, the Liber Natus combination with the imi- 
tation, and the imitation dated 1771, 


The other nicht I met a gentleman from Keene by the name of 
Jack Hart who is a shoe manufacturer, Appareahiy he did not 
know yous 


I am also enclosing a reprint of my article "Counterfeit 
Continental Curreney Goes to War" for your library. 


T am returning the four Fugio cents which you were kind enough 
to submit me and, believe me, you had Picker worried, He was 
afraid that you had discovered a new die variety. What you 

did send is a coin with the obverse 22 which, through an error 
of mine, was not listed. The two new combinations, 18X and 20R 
were new to me and I have added them to my notes so that this 
matter can be properly brought up to date in due course. I 
certainly thank you for your cooperation along these lines, 

I already knew of the combination leL, 


This is enough for one letter, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
EPNsatb 


March 1, 1957 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, ew Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


If I asked the editor of the AeNeS. if you could 
insert your Vermont work in the Centennial publi- 
cation, would you be in a position to go to work 
on it promptly and get it in fast? I will be 


delighted to do that for you if you can handle 
ite 


Thank you, very, very much for the pictures, You 
have been very cooperative, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN satb 
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28 Woodbury Shceal e cheand, New ‘Hampshire 





March 11, 1957 


Dear Eric, 


I am sorry that I did not get to answer your many interesting 
letters before now. You must be six or seven up on me now. 
Your manuscript and my Fugios all arrived safely. 


I found your Vermont article to be most interesting. As 
usual, it was scholarly and accurate and I could hardly 
add anything constructive to it. Walter had told me of 
your 1776 piece before, but this is the first time that 

I have seen a picture of it. Your conclusions about this 
new coin are well founded and I feel sure that you are 
right about your deductions. 


Happily, the points that you bring out in your article 
coincide with the die sequence that I have worked out, 
except that, as I noted on the MS , Ryder 13, 27 and the 
imitation British halfpenny dated 1787 and 1788 were 
being made at Machin's Mill at a period before the whole 
Vermont coinage was shifted to that mint, and the other 
muelings such as Ryder 1,30,31, the late state 25 and 29 
and the Connecticut 1788 Rev. I, as well as the other 
pieces that you mentioned were all made near the end of 
operations at Machin's Mill. 


I would like to see a picture of the 1788 imitation 44 
that you mention. The only such coin that I know of is 
the type shown in the enclosed print. I can not see that 
this piece ever had the British emblem on the shield. I 
wish that I could have been of more help to you--but I 
have so little to offer. I will be anxious to see a 
copy of your finishediarticle. It should fit nicely in 
the A.N.S. Centennial issue. 


Did you take the pictures of the coins in the enlargment ? 
I recognize the Ryder 14 as that of F.C.C. Boyd. Can you 
furnish me with an actual size print of this piece? I 
would also like to have a picture of your mint state 


Ryder 6 as I do not have one as fine as that in my file 
of Vermont pictures. 


A set of photographic prints of the complete Fugio series 
certianly would be a big help in identifying some of the 
varieties, and I surely would like to have one. Dick Picker 
has mentioned to me before how much he wanted such a set. 
Believe me, the prints will be appreciated and put to good 
use. I have just finished a set of pictures in plate form 
of the Nava Constellatio coppers. I will send you a sample 


of them as soon as they come from the printer, if you can 
use them. 


I want to thank you for the reprint of "Counterfeit 
Continental Currency Goes to War" I am glad to have a 
copy of the article in this form for a handy reference 
to a very informative article. 


Thanks too for contacting the editor of the Centennial 
issue in an effort to use my Vermont material. The two 
articles would go very well together I am sure but there 
are several reasons why I do not care to have the A.N.S. 
publish my treatise. The restriction on publishing the 
rariety and current value of the pieces is one of the 
most pointed reasons. Then too, the paltes would have to 
be grouped in the back of the book along with several 
other unrelated plates no doubt, and the whole three 
volume book will probably be rather expensive and generally 
unavailable to the collecting public. 


As you know , Walter Breen will co-author the book with 
me. I called him the other night and he agreed with me 

on the above statements, and added that he now has good 
hopes of getting this Vermont thing published along with 
his half cent book and New Jersey book, in the very near 
future by some sort of a dummy orginazition that J.J. Ford 
is setting up in New York. 


So, all things considered, it will be best if I do not 
try to get A.N.S. to publish it, but thanks ever so much 
for your efforts on my behalf. 


‘sever, 


“XE. C8. 


March 22, 1957 


Mr, Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


Thank you for your letter of March llth. I will review, 
in detail, your comments concerning my article but, before 
doing 99, wish to ask you two specific questions. First, 
what evidence have you that Ryder 27 and Ryder 13 were 
being made at Machin's Milis before the Vermont coinage 
was discontinued, I am interested in knowing what proof 
you have as to when the Vermont Mint ceased operations 

and why you think Machin's Mills made any normal Vermont 
coins priw thereto, 


My segond question is, why you stated that the surety bond 
put up for Harmon expired on October 2), 1785. ‘his was 
the second bond and I presumed that it ran for the full 
length of the amended franchise, 


You also indicate that Machin's Mills operated until 1790 
or 1791. This Tt also question as I don't see how it was 
possible for it to operate beyond 1789. 


In due course I will send you a picture of the Machin's Mill 
coin made with the same punches as Ryder 27. A 1775 coin is 
much more readily identifiable as such than the 1788 and I 
will probably use the 177& for illustration. 


You have no idea how much I appreciate your help with respect 
to my article and it is really fun to go over controversial 
items with people who have given the matter sincere study. 

As to the picture of the mule which you sent me which has 
Connecticut reverse D combined with a British counterfeit 
obverse, the punch used on that coin may have been made for 
Connecticut rather than for counterfeiting. 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


April 10, 1957 


Mr, Kenneth &. Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


I am enclosing, in accordance with your request, a 
small picture of the 1776 imitation and a picture 

of the 1788 imitetion, I am also enclosing 2 miser- 
able reproduction of the two plates I am using in 

my article, I still want to send you a picture of 
my Ryder 6 but the one I have is not good enough. 


I am still looking forward, very much, to receiving 
from you the information about the October , 1786 ,date 
which, no doubt, indicates when the Vermont Mint 
Closed. Could this have come from some newspaper 
which reported the closing? 


fs I previously asked, I am very much interested in 
how you arrived at the conclusion that the Machin's 
Mills: operation started doing certain coins before 
the Vermont Mint closed, 

We have a tremendous convention here in St. Louis 
at the end of the month and I have been spending uy 
time in preparation for some of its activities. 


Kindest regards. 


} Sincerely, 


SRIC P. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 





April 17, 1957 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 

28 Wocdbury Street 

Keene, New Hampshire 

Dear Kens 

The long awaited prints of the Fugio coppers 
were just delivered to me and I am enclos- 
ing herewith one set, 


Kindest regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


BRIC P. NEWMAN 


EPu/atb 





> Yi i i ) 
Kenneth ©. Dressell 


ed 





23 April 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric, 


I must apologize for not having answered your letters 
before this. ---Gosh! Here it is a week later and I am 
just starting this anew. By now the big St. Louis con- 
vention must be a thing of the past, I'll bet that it 
was something pretty special. That was one meeting that 
I sure did want to get to, but unfortunately it was just 
impossible. 

























The 'Fugio! appreciated. 
They will be a big help in working with this series, as 
they are a great improvement over the halftone prints 
which are apt to be rather deceptive. As a sort of re- 
payment for your prints, I am sending with this letter 

a plate of the Nava Constellatio coppers that Dick Picker 
and I put together. The coins are all his with the 
exception of the 1786 which is the ANS piece. We have 
just now finished the Massachusetts copper half cent 
series, and are hard at work on the Mass. cents. Perhaps 
he spoke with you about this at the convention. I'll be 
sure to send you plates as soon as they are ready. 


Noticed that a Confederate 50¢ and several other rare 
pieces were to be on display at the convention! Strange, 
but I was just about to ask you if you would possibly 
oring your Confederate original to the Philadelphia ANA 
convention so that I could see it and make some colored 
slides. This, and the Brasher dabloon plus the 1793 
Strawberry leaf cent are just about the only U.S. coins 
that I have never examined and I am very anxious to see 
one (No hope of getting to ANS just now) 


The plates for your Vermont article are very interesting 
and should go along with your fine article very nicely. 
I am sending along a list of all of the data that I have 


on the Vermont cents and their rarity, etc. Also included 


is a list showing what I believe to be the true order of 
emition. This is not necessarily the order that the dies 
were prepared, but it is surely the order that they were 
used. Ryder 27 and 13 I have placed at the head of the 
list of the Machin's Mill coins. The style, fabric and 
weight would surely indicate that this is where they 
belong. The last of the 27's were made at the beginning 
of the period when #hey¥ all of the Newburgh coins were 
struck over Irish half pennies or something similar. It 
is for this reason that I believe that the 13's and perhaps 
some or all of the 27's were being made before the Rupert 
mint closed,and some of the still-useful dies taken to 
Newburgh. 


Just when the Vermont mint closed I do not know! My information 
came form Walter Breen who is working on that part of the 

book. When I asked him about this, he said that most of his 
notes came originally form you. And so, round and round it 
goes. I doubt very much that any 'regular' or ‘normal! 

type Vermont cents were made at Newburgh prior to the 

closing of the Rupert mint. I did not remember saying anything 
to this effect, unless I was referring to R-13 or R-27. Of 
course there is a possibility that R-18 and R-35 were made 
during that period, but I don't think so. 


The information as to when Harmon's bond expired and when 
Machin's Mill ceased operations also came from Walter or 
Crosby's notes. It seems likely that some coins could have 
been made as late as the early part of 1790. 

Guess that I had better call it quits for tonight. 


Best wishes, 


ew 
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28 Woodhary Street . Kisne: Nan Hampshire 


10 April 1958 








Dear Eric: 


Surprise! I'll bet that you thought that I was dead. But 
I am not, just been a little busy these past few months. 
I really did appreciate receiving the note that you sent 
describing the N.H. cent from the Herman collection. Have 
you any idea where this specimen is today. I can not seem 
to place it. 


George Fuld has told me about your latest collaboration on 
the Early American Washington pieces. There seems to be 
little or nothing that I could add to the information that 
you already have on the subject, unless it would be a few 
of my pictures. I am inclosing a couple that I think you 
will like to have, I will also get duplicate prints of 
these off to George tonight. The Washington/Eagle piece, 
of course, is the unique Appleton specimen now in the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. This obverse is pictured 
in Crosby's book. The other print is the mule with the 
CONFEDERATIO reverse. The negatives for this pitture were 
found in an old book. I have no idea who the coin, or even 
the negatives belonged to--nor can I identify the coin as 
any that I have ever seen. Perhaps this is the specimen 
now in the Garrett collection; we can tell when George gets 
the photos of their piece. Crosby stated that Appleton 
had one in his collection, but I am sure that it was not 
with the rest of his coins when I saw them. George thinks 
that it went eventually to Garrett. Surely this is not the 
Prann coin as that piece is illustrated in the catalogue. 
3 
ee nase never seen this Washington die combined with the 


set New Jersey shield. Can you tell me if this combination 
seg really does exist--or give me any information on it. 
Cl up fne 4} San, , 

c I am also sending along photos of two new struck copies 
that I have discovered. I have never seen them described 
beforg but the 50 year index to the 'Numismatist! states 
that a Bar cent copy is reported in Vol. 20 and 25. I can 
not check on this just now however as my set does not Zo 
back much beyond 1920. Can you look it up for me? I found 
two pieces of this Bar cent: one in poor silver or some 
kind of white metal, the other in copper. The Pine Tree 
shilling is struck in good silver andis a fairly good 
copy of Crosby 12-I--but not as well done as some of the 
Wyatt pieces: weight 88.4 grains. 


ak 


Also turned up another specimen of the Fugio cent 22-M, 
will send along a print of this too. Dick Picker told me 
that you discovered a new die. Could I have a picture of it? 


Best es 


aber sclortdh an a. pictline AO. Qf: 
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April 16, 1958 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


I was delighted to hear from you and I appreciate the way 
you continue to cooperate in the interest of numismatic 
science, 


You gave me so many questions that I will have to answer 
only what I can. 


The reference to the Bar Cent, in the Numismatist, is mere- 
ly a description of the Bolen copy (Vol. 25,page fe) and 

the other reference is merely a drawing of the Bar Cent used 
as a capital letter, These references are utterly worthless, 
T am enclosing my photographs of what appears to be the 
identical variety of imitation Bar Cent to the one you sent 
to me. 


I believe the Washington New Jersey shield exists and will 
have to look through my notes to determine it. 


The most exciting thing to me was your sending me the picture 
of the imitation Pine Tree Shilling. I would like to have 
two additional prints of this coin, actual size. I am not 
sure whether the print you sent me is the actual size or not. 
Who has the coin and is it of very recent manufacture? Give 
me any information you can on it. You will note that they 
even cut in the die break over the top of the "one" of the 
date. The reason I need this promptly is that I have submitted 
@ monograph to A.N.S. on some additions to the information on 
Massachusetts silver and would like, very much, to publish 
this struck copy,also. I certainly hope you are able to get 
the exact diameter so that you can make your negative perfect 
in size. Your help along these lines will be most appre- 
ciated. 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


I was delighted to hear from you and I appreciate the way 
you continue to cooperate in the interest of numismatic 
science. 


You gave me so many questions that I will have to answer 
only what I can. 


The reference to the Bar Cent, in the Numismatist, is mere 
ly a description of the Bolen copy (Vol. 25,page 6) and 

the other reference is merely a drawing of the Bar Cent used 
as a capital letter, These references are utterly worthless. 
T am enclosing my photographs of what appears to be the 
identical variety of imitation Bar Cent to the one you sent 
to mee ; 


I believe the Washington New Jersey shield exists and will 
have to look through my notes to determine it. 


The most exciting thing to me was your sending me the picture 
of the imitation Pine Tree Shilling. I would like to have 
two additional prints of this coin, actual size. I am not 
sure whether the print you sent me is the actual size or not. 
Who has the coin and is it of very recent manufacture? Give 
me any information you can on it. You will note that they 
even cut in the die break over the top of the "one" of the 
date. The reason I need this promptly is that I have submitted 
a@ monograph to A.N.S. on some additions to the information on 
Massachusetts silver and would like, very much, to publish 
this struck copy,also. I certainly hope you are able to get 
the exact diameter so that you can make your negative perfect 
in size. Your help along these lines will be most appre- 
ciated. 


ate April 16, 1958 
Mr, Kenneth Bressett 


The Voce Populi, dated 1700, is too silly to talk about. 

If it were any other date which could be produced by an 
alteration or a striking difficulty I would be interested in 
pursuing it but I am getting fed up with phonies, 


Looking forward to hearing from you, 


Sincerely, 


ERIC PP. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 
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28 Woodhury Street + Kaanes New “Hampabire 





6 May 1958 


Dear Eric: 


Nice to hear from you again. I would have answered sooner, 
but have been waiting to see what information I could dig 
up on the Pine Tree fabrication. Unfortunately, I am no 
further ahead now than I was when I started. The piece 
belongs to a novice collector who lives about 50 miles 

from here. An other collector traded a B.U. 1909-s V.D.B. 
for the piece thinking it genuine, but became suspecious 

and brought it to me for examination. I told him that I 

did not think it worth the price of the cent (about $50) 

and he returned it to the original owner. I asked him to 

try and find out any information he could on the piece, ° 

and to try to buy it for me at a reasonable price since he 
did not want it as a fabrication. I think that the original 
owner still thinks it to be genuine, and still wants a big 
price for it. After receiving your letter, I again wrote 

to my friend and raised my offer and asked for any history 
they may have on the piece--but have received no answer from 


him yet. I will see him on the 20th of this month and try 
once again. 


Thanks for your prints of the imitation Bar Cent. Please 
tell me what metal your piece is struck in. It looks to be 
copper from the photo. I have since acquired the copper 
and silver specimens that I "discovered" last month in an 
old collection of junk, ete. that I was called upon to bid 
on. The rest of the collection, however, went to a desler 
for a lower price than I had bid. Still haven't figured 
that one out; the only real loss was a beautiful VF 1793 
cent S. 1lb. All that the man could tell me about the Bar 
Cent was that it was "very old" as his 70 year old father 
had owned it for a long time. Since sending you the photo 
I have come across one other specimen in silver, in the 
Michelson collection that is now the property of the State 
of Connecticut and reposes in the Connecticut 8tate Library. 
bopper This would make: Two specimens in silver and two in copper, 
» if that is what yours is. Have you ever heard of another? 
tralid ™* Perhaps you think that I am a little too concerned about 
these fabrications. You state that you are getting fed up 
with them. I think that they are fastenating, and I have 
Spent quite a bit of time with them--my file of information 
on fabrications and struck copies is quite extensive-- 
perhaps some day I can enlarge on Dick Kenney's monograph, but 
» LAr first I will need a little more information on the origin 
~npv2 of many of them. TI honestly can not see why you would be 
GF, so interested in the Pine Tree piece as a COPY, and at the 
P same time think that the Voce Populi coin is ‘silly’, 


cf = 


As for other new varieties: Breen claims a new Oak tree 
shilling. that he calls N: 7a, I have not seen’ it; he thinks 


‘the Pootvs have ‘been recut. Also ‘the 28a that "you must know 


about. There is. .a@ new Willow Tree- ‘combination (shilling) 


WN. 264,"and also a néw NE shilTing:, this piece is pictured 


Se ny re ae 


you send me | a! photo off ‘that _ Some. time? 


ins the ,Allisow W. *"Jdelhvan’ sale of 1918 and Dick Piéker turned 


“up at duplicate piece last’ year. Can give you a F Gai picture 


of it, if you’need its :% ig ak N; As Di, 
I ashe ae tt that’ you nave the edad bie root" piece--could 


1 
a 
Xt 


+ thie: are dda tne gtrvéx copies: or the NE pistes: any of 


them are listed in* ‘the’ Clay.’sale of 1871. I’ have come “across 


‘a few that are not listed ‘anyplace at all. What do you plan 


_to do _ about fabrications o of this nature? — uate ar iene 
Will you try do make a/listing of the rarity of each coin? 
This. is a “factor that is éntirely. seperate. from a "price" 


‘Value, and to my wey of thinking is a ‘very. important part 
of “any coin's hi'story., “I hdve-pi etures of: the! Appleton | 
NE 3a; everyone . believes that” thete 38:8 duplicate at the 


Yale collection, but. “Ihave ‘néver heare of anyone, who has 
évér seen it. I have been trying for two years now to get 


.to%seé the /Yale collection and photograph : it, but no luck 


yet. It should prove,, interesting to’see just what they do 
have. © Tf you do count ‘the mnunber of specimens: accounted 
for on, the rare pieces you can deduct dre of the NE 6d from 
your list--since the specimen gtolen from Noe Simard 2a year 


_ OF so 250, as never been recovered.’ 


Oak’ 


Just. thougse of one ‘addi ttorial ‘variépy Fane. Tree Shilling 


that Cyril” Hawley has: Th. 12 obverse with N. 13 - reverse. 


The Fine Tree shilling copy pictures are the exact size as 

are all of my pictures. I try to be quite careful about that. 
Hope that this will be of some interest or help to you. Let 
me know how you make out with the monograph, 


I do not remember of seeing ‘Assistant Vice- -president' under 
your name before. If this is something new~-Conzratulations. 


Best wishes, 


Ae 


RS. ae ahaa shine. ol Cam gitic. rch uth 
LA. Johann 7 


As for other new varieties: Breen claims a new Oak tree 
shilling that he calls N: 7a, I have not seen’ it, he thinks 
-the podt® have ‘been recut. Also ‘the 28a that "yéu must know 
about. There is..a@ new Willow Tree: combination (shilling) 


.N, 26k, ‘and also a new NE shilTing: this pié¢e is pictured 


ant! ? 


Lg. 


Pony ete ne 


¥ 


“ 


in: the ,Alltsow W. ‘Jdclavan sale . of "1618, and Dick Picker turned 
“up ‘as duplicate piece last year. Can give you a as oP picture 
fof it, ay you" “need its . pga at N; i- Di. 


T abba alt eet that’ yow aa the “serpent root" piece--could 


you send me | a photo GUE that, some. tes 


So mhibe: are dike St gérvék’ copies of the. NE- Le fore Many of 
them are listed in* the” Clay.’sale of 1871. I’ have come across 


‘a few that are not listed anyplace’ at all. What do you plan 


to do about fabrications of this nature? es ae 
Will you try do make a,;listing of the rarity of each coin? 
This. is a “factor that is éntirely seperate. from a "price" 
value, rand to my Wey of thinking is 4 very. important part 


of “any coin's hi'story., “I have pietiures of: the! Appleton 


NE 3d; everyone. believes that” there is: & duplicate at the 
Yale collection, but “Ihave ‘néver Heare of anyone, who has 
évér seen it. I have béen trying for two years now to get 


“ toiseé the /Yale collection and photograph: it, but no luck 


yet. Tt should prove, interesting to’ see just. what ‘they do 
have. ~ ‘If: you .do count ‘the ‘number of specimen’: accounted 
for on the rare pieces you can deduct dre of. the NE 6d from 
your list--since the specimen ¢tolen from Noe Gieebh ay a year 
_ or so 250, ex never been recovered. ; 

s Oak’ 
“Just * eHougne of one "adda Hhovial wariepy. ¥ine Tree shilling 
that Cyril” Hawley has: ' W., 12 obverse with N. 13 / reverse. 


The Pine Tree shilling dopy godine: are the exact size as 

are all of my pictures. I try to be quite careful about that. 
Hope that this will be of some interest or help to you. Let 
me know how you make out with the monograph, 


I do not remember of seeing ‘Assistant Vice- -president' under 
your name before. If this is something new--Conz Zratulations. 


Best wishes, 


2 tas 


RS. Fe ST Cam g tin Meith ath 
LDA. Johoane 7 


May 12,1958 


Dear Ken: 

I write my letters in two parts for filing purposes’ so 
do not get worried about my mentality. 

Thank you for the extra prints on the pine tree struck 
copy and the attempt to find the source.It is a very recent 
forgery according to my guess 

Phe bar cent picture I sent you was of a copper forgery. 

The coin was found in Sngland where wost of the forgeries were 
m&ade.In Noodwards 49th sale of Oct 11,1882 there was a Bar cent with 
1776 below the USA lot 1556 and directly following it probably 

one of the type you already know(Lot 1357) d«scribed ‘as an unknown 
die.I personally have seen the bar cent in» silver with 1777 below the 
USA and I do not have a picture of it but it is « first class fake 
which wes in the Frossard sele of Oct 16,1891 where he says it is « 
medern forgery. 

Therefore there are Bolen coples,the copies we have been correspo 
nding abéut,the 1776 copy and the 1777 copy. Not a bad bunch of junk 
to worry about. . 

Several people have asked tie where Johnson is. Powills in 
Chicago might kuow.Didnt he leave a forwarding address in Dayton 
as he is meticulous sbout that sort of thing. 

Now as to my attitude on forgeries ~- they fascinate me too 
but they irritate me to think of the quality of person who tries 
to put them overe-- and aven worse the quelity of dealer and collector 
today who is perfectly willing to sell then, I an working mow on 
the so called copiss of the IN /UNE COLUYBIA pieces which Kenney 
mentions but had no inforsation on. 

The Spanish Brasher Doubloon is a piece of junk and in 
spite of Walter writing it up in the Centennial Sdition of the 
ANS. Kagin's article on it in the screaphook was horrible and I 
guess it is up to te to meke myself unpopular and express my 
opinion that none of them have given the facts and that the piece 
is a plain phonay. 

iy article on the ANS Centennial number will be sent to you 
if you didnt get a copy of the opus alreadysin the reprints I received 
they left out a plate, Let se know whether you received the book 
as a vember of ANS. 


Thanks again for everything. 


Sincerely 


fTypewritten at home and it shows it. 


A A Anh {Pomreee. 


Dy uh Jam 


Suey hes fart 


Mre Kenneth E. Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


I haven't answered your letter of May 13th and wanted to do 
so briefly. 


The Brasher Spanish Doubloon is dated 1700 on the outside edge 
and 1742 in the center, There are other lettering errors, also. 
Mr» Brasher was too smart to make it in this form for circula- 
tion. 


With respect to the Massashusetts information, it is very nice 
for you to share it with me and I do think the time is right 
to publish the material, There is never an end to finding new, 
interesting matters. 


With respect to your points, I am answering them in the same 
number as you put them. 


1. I would be interested in the pictures of the New England six- 
penee and twelvepence forgeries which you have, > 


2. I do have a better picture of the Pine Tree forgery which 
AeNeS. took and, therefore, it will be improved before publi- 
cations 


3. Please study the New England shilling, 1-D, to see if you 
don't think Picker's piece and the Jackman piece are different 
and also different from other pieces with obverse 1, 


lh. Hawley sent me his piece and it is well known, Merely @ 
transition. 


5. I am sending Walter's comments on Massachusetts, enclosed 
herewith. 


6. A bunch of Bar Cent. forgeries, apparently, came from New 
Hampshire, as well as England, 


o2ea May 295 1958 
Mrs Kenneth BE. Bressett 


7+ I have done a great deal of work on the Immune Columbia 
pieces and am working with Ford on the subject, Picker is 
not involved, 


I have taken a picture of the forgeries of the New England 
sixpence which I have and which is described in the 1911-12 


Numismatist. This has the raised line, I am enclosing 
pictures. 


You have no idea how much I appreciate your help and I look 
forward to your further cooperation. 


Kindest personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC FP. NEWMAN 
EPN/atb 


September 12, 1958 


Mr.Kenneth E.Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Ken: 


I would like to have a print of the picture of the 
new Pine Tree variety which you pbblished in The 
Numismatist in January, 1955. Mrs. Norweb owns the 
coin and I did not want to bother her for the picture 
if you already have one. You were nice enough to 
send me the picture of the other specimen of this 
variety which is at the Chase National Bank but I 

wm ted to obtain the one which showed the legend more 
Clearly. Would you look through your file and see 
whether you have it. 


Would you check your file to see whether you have 
some negatives of mine which you were going to use 

to make some contact prints. I would appreciate it 
if you would return them as I will probably need them 
for finishing the monograph on Massachusetts silver. 
Incidentally, A.N.S. has accepted the monograph for 


publication and want me to complete it as promptly 
as I can. 


Kindest personal regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 
EPH/atb 


October 1h, 1958 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 
28 Woodbury Street 
Keene, New Hampshire 


Dear Kens 


Your cooperation and assistance was sensational and 
I appreciate it endlessly. ‘Seorge Fuld told me how 
much he appreciated the work you did with him, I 
hope that the acknowledgment to you and others which 
I am making in my monograph will not be treated as 
routine but as really from the heart. 


The most upsetting thing to me in your last letter 
was why you consider the information classified as 
to the Chase ownership of your Pine Tree discovery. 
I learned that in normal channels. Would you tell 
me your reason for being embarrassed in this situ- 
ation? Please put me at ease. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atbd 


May 18, 1959 


Mr. Kenneth Bressett 

28 Woodbury Street 

Keene, New Hampshire 

Dear Kens 

I received an envelope from you with a picture 
of the new variety of Massachusetts cent. There 
was no letter. Did you mean to tell me anything 
more, or do you want me to guess. 


I have loads to discuss with you if we can ever 
arrange a meeting. 


Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


36/0 /0Th Aue 
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September 2, 1959 


Mre Kenneth &,Bressett 
3610 10th Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 


Dear Ken: 


There is nothing like a vocation and an avocation 
which are the same and I wish you the greatest 
success and pleasure in your work. I fully un- 
derstand your enthusiasm and I know we will be 
able to work together much more readily. 


Thank you for your nice comments concerning the 
Good Samaritan monograph. 


* 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


Warman 


PUBL! SHPING COMPANY -© 22:20 MOGUN RD AVE N UE en ee NE Wl eC ee 


DIVISION OF WESTERN PRINTING AND LITHOGRAPHING COMPANY 


September 11, 1959 


Mr, Eric -P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Eric, 


Thanks ever so much for your letter and best wishes, 
I know that I am going to enjoy my new job. It will 
seem nice to get back into numismatics once again. 


One of my first duties here will be to revise the 
GUIDE BOOK, make corrections, and bring it up to date. 
I certainly will appreciate any advice and help that 
you can give me in this respect. 


I understand that you have a new variety of the Ber- 
muda shilling. I would like to see a picture of it 
if possible or perhaps you could describe it to me, 


It it is a major variety, I would like to include it 
in the red book, 


I wovld also like to know your opinion on just what 
denomination the New Hampshire "Cent" is. It was 
listed in the GUIDE BOOK this year as a half penny and 
after looking through the early New Hampshire laws 
concerning this coinage, I am thoroughly at a loss to 
tell just what this coin is. What do you think about 


it? 
I certainly hope that we will be able to get together 


soon and talk over the 101 subjects that we have been 
corresponding about, 


'sever 
re 
Ken Bressett 
KBs jm 


September 22, 1959 


Mre Ken Bressett 
Whitman Publishing Company 
1220 Mound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 


Dear Ken: 


To answer your specific question in your letter of 
September 11, 1959, I wish to say that the New 
Hampshire 1776 piece is properly called a "copper". 
This is the correct name for the Connecticut and 
Vermont, etc. pieces. At the time it was made 
three coppers were equivalent to twopence, New 

2 pa money, making eighteen coppers to the New 
England shilling. The New England shilling was re- 
ferred to as "lawful money". 


4s far as adding to and correcting the Guide Book 
is concerned, I would have an endless number of 
additions and corrections and that is too extensive 
for the present. We would have to have a personal 
meeting even to get started on that subject. 


Cordially yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Mi, 









Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missourl 


‘Dear Eric: 


I have forwarded copies of Williamson's review to Coin Wo 
d Coins Magazine. I think that these people will publish 










month. As far as I the case should be closed until 
it is time foras the book--after all, what 
are we going to ond edition if we don't 


Louis newspaper 
sure to send 
a clipping of the article when it appears. 


I have informed Mr. Perl that we do not care to bid against 

Ford Publications for his Bradbeer manuscript. I think he has 
talked himself into a corner and, thanks to your advice, I don't 
even care. Now what am I going to do about some sort of a book 
on this subject? You indicated that you would work with Ford 
and WHITMAN if we could come to some understanding. I will not 


write to John about this because I feel I could get better 
results through talking with him the next time we meet. 

In the meantime, do you want to approach him with some sort 
of suggestion? I think you know what will happen if your 
manuscript gets bogged down with the Ford Publications. I 
can assure you that WHITMAN will publish such a book on 
schedule and in a fashion that we can all be proud of. I 
realize you must have other projects on the fire, but this 
seems to be something that is needed urgently. Let's get 
started before someone else gets into the act. 


Say hello to Evelyn and the children for me and extend my - 
best wishes for a happy holiday season. 
‘sever, 


ea 
“ ee oe 





Ken Bressett 
Numismatic Editor 
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


KEB: jam 
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December 2, 1975 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 


The last dealer to sell Whitman plastic holders in 
various other sizes was: 


Harold Cohn & Co., Inc. 


3224 North Halsted Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60657 


Sincerely, 


WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


cy ial 


Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 


KEB? jt 
Enclosures 


1220 Mound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 53404/ Telephone (414) 633-2431 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Kenneth Bressett July 28, 1998 


From: Eric P. Newman 


Enclosed for the secret file is further information from 
published material 


See Adams - Private Gold (1912) p. 106 (enclosed) 
and Thae 

He says 8 pioneer dies are at the Philadelphia Mint,, fhe 
history of how they got there is not known. It could have taken 
place in 1906. I never realized that the Mint had those dies or 
inquired whether Smithsonian or the Mint has them now. 

Have you ever heard of splashings being made from plaster 
casts of dies? That is unusual. 

The Mitchelson splashings could have been received between 
1906 and 1909. Illustrations were first written up in May 1909 in 
The Numismatist by Adams. This fits the junk removal theory well. 

I want to see Mehl’s typewritten inventory of Newcomer pioneer 
gold. I know Stack’s has it. It is not in any library I am aware 
of. It was an enormous collection. Newcomer would have obtained 
various off-metal pieces just as Mitchelson might have done. 

The $50 obverse US Assay die Kuner signed appeared in the 
"junk" and if it were the only one im the junk, then the junk would 
not be worth the trouble of moving out of the way. Much more stuff 
had to be there. 


Mey WNQK Kalbe alles & 
ofrh. Lee oe Sele baer 
phe: Mehl pen Od7 pH ots 


, 
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Re: Pitt Farthing 
08/30/2002 11:36:18 AM Central Daylight Time 





| __ 


Eric, 


You have given me several assignments, and it is time for my report. | hope that | pass the test. 


1. | researched the word "peso." A comprehensive explanation is given in the Bursio dictionary of Latin- 
American numismatics. In fact he devotes 30 pages to the subject. My Spanish is very rusty, but | was able to 
follow his history of the way the word was used. It has been applied to both gold and silver in different forms. 
At some point, mostly around 1500, it began to be used to mean silver in coined form, and particularly the 
“peso de ocho reales." It did not become an actual coin denomination until around 1835. 


2. | searched all of my old files for the Kagin papers, but did not find anything. | do not remember retaining a 
copy of the deposition, but Porter did allow me to read it (| think when | was in St. Louis one time). Apparently 
| did not save the Coin World article, and probably wanted to put the whole thing out of my mind. 


3. | have been considering your theory about a screw press being used to strike the Willow coins. It seems to 
me that 1652 was far too early for that technology to have been brought to this country when it was just being 
used for the first time in England by that date. Also, | know of no other screw press coins that show that 
particular kind of doubling during that early time. Certainly the early English and French screw press coins do 
not look like the Willows. Can you think of any other pieces that do? 

Further, it seems that the kind of slurring that you suggest would produce a gentle movement of the metal, not 
the sharp double impressions seen on the Willow coins. And lastly, | should imagine that the "offset" images 
would be corresponding shifts on both sides of the coins. | do not know if this is so or not because | have not 
examined very many pieces, and none with this thought in mind. 

Hand hammering, on the other hand would be a logical progression of technology, and would produce the 
kind of doubling seen on the Willow coins. The next major step would be the introduction of the rocker press, 
and later for the screw press (at the time of the thicker, small planchet coins). 


4. | spoke with Larry Lee about the Pitt farthing, and recommended that he think carefully about giving up the 
coin unless it was specifically called for in the donation agreement. He had already talked to Bowers about 
the piece and Bowers said that he was going to consult with someone from Johns Hopkins, because he thinks 
they donated it. The matter is "on hold" right now. 


| also suggested to Larry that he send the coin to you so that you could compare it with your specimen. He 
said that he would like to do that, and that he would contact you. 


Ken 


At 10:54 AM 8/30/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Ken: After our conversation earlier a day ago it occurred to me that it might be sound to 
compare the two pieces physically for color, diameter, defects, texture, etc. If they were 
cast from a cast sheet or a partly rolled cast sheet the cookie cutter would have been 
used and that would be the exactly same diameter and perhaps have a defect mark or 
striation. If the planchets were individually cast that might be evident also. There could 
also be simple nondestructive metal tests. If you want to send the ANA piece to me the 
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comparison can be made from other than images. Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 


Colorado — CO 80960 


Return-Path: 
Received: from rly-xg04.mx.aol.com (rly-xg04.mail.aol.com [172.20.115.201]) by air-xg04.mail.aol.com 
(v88.20) with ESMTP id MAILINXG41-0830123617; Fri, 30 Aug 2002 12:36:17 -0400 
Received: from jerry.pcisys.net (jerry.pcisys.net [207.76.102.251]) by rly-xg04.mx.aol.com (v88.20) with 
ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXG48-08301 23551; Fri, 30 Aug 2002 12:35:51 -0400 
Received: from Pinetree. pcisys.com (ca2-216-229-35-223.cos.pcisys.net [216.229.35.223]) 
by jerry.pcisys.net (8.12.5/8.12.5) with ESMTP id g7UGalCG024151 
; Fri, 30 Aug 2002 10:36:21 -0600 (MDT) 






Message-ld: 
X-Sender: 
X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.1 
Date: Fri, 30 Aug 2002 10:36:18 -O600 

To: 
From: Ken Bressett 


Subject: Re: Pitt Farthin 

In-Reply-To: a 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative: 


boundary="=====================_2364468==_.ALT" 
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Re: Willow trees 
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i will revisit the Willow Tree die orientation probiem, but have not been 
ahle to learn much in the naet | think it will ha nacaccary tn avaminea actual 


coins in order to get a better understanding of how they were made. Your 
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i remembered the name of the man who worked with Porter in Caiifornia, 
and whoa ic now a aradar far PCGS It ie Ran Howard | worked for Arthur 


Kagin from about July 1980 to ) July 1982. | never worked for Donald, and 
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operation there. Thus, | never did work with Porter in the Kagin company. | 
siiii can't remember the name of the person, or persons (ihink there were 


twa nlue Porter) who enlit off and farmed thair awn camnanv 


Ken 


At 10:46 PM 8/31/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Ken: All the points you make about the press used for Willow Trees are valid. | wonder if 
they bought an obsolete drop press from Europe which had been used and was worn so 
that the siiding tracks aiiowed movement of the die or dies when striking occurred. it 
would seem that the planchet had to rotate or be rotated during striking because there is 
no overiapping that | Know of. Now here is where you can help. Please look at Noe's 
wonderful tracings and images in his monograph and determine what position the 
opverse ana reverse nad to eacn otner. You ougnt to De apie to tell py tne variations in 
the shape of the coin perimeter and thus determine what is opposite what. If not we can 
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clean weak strike without separated portions. | can also look at my 6d and see what it 
shows as it must be made on the same press. | had eye surgery and in a week or so! 
should be seeing much better from my right eye. Then | have to do the mess all over 
again for my left eye. | have both cataracts and glaucoma but they say they can repair me. 
i am a terrible patient as | want to get into the procedure myself and ask tons of 
questions. 

I will comment on the other numismatic matters in due course. | may ask Porter to give 
me the date of the situation and the name of his former California partner unless you can 
recall. | assume you had left before the early part happened but perhaps not. Give me 
your dates in Des Moines if it does not upset you. 

Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 





aona-n 2a nnn -- n= === =~ Headers -------------------------------- 
Return-Path: 
Received: from riy-xn02.mx.aol.com (rly-xh02.mail.aol.com [172.20.115.231]) by air-xh04.mail.aol.com 
(v88.20) with ESMTP id MAILINXH44-0901 122225: Sun, 01 Sep 2002 12:22:25 2000 
Received: from jerry.pcisys.net (jerry.pcisys.net [207.76.102.251]) by rly-xhO2.mx.aol.com (v88.20) with 
ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXH21-0901122215; Sun, 01 Sep 2002 12:22:15 -0400 
Received: from Pinetree. pcisys.com (ca1-208-205-225-37.cos.pcisys.net [208.205.225.37]) 

by jerry.pcisys.net (8.12.5/8.12.5) with ESMTP id g81GM1Mq006224 

for Sun, 1 Sep 2002 10:22:11 -0600 (MDT) 










Date: Sun, 01 Sep 2002 10:21:58 -O600 
To: 
From: Ken Bressett 
Subject: Re: Willow trees 
In-Reply-To: 
Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="=====================_1214593==_ ALT" 
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Re: Clash marks on Fugios 
09/02/2002 11:49:27 AM Central Daylight Time 





Eric, 


We have discussed this before, and | am still pondering this possibility. | agree that the Fugios were 
made somehow different than other coins of the period because of their appearance, and the frequent 
clash marks. My conclusion is that they may have been made by a drop press. That is a very careless 
way of making coins, and cutting planchets. Both are characteristics of the Fugios. 


| must think more about this.....or ask Walter, who has probably discussed this with Leonardo daVinci 
by now. 


Ken 


At 03:52 PM 9/1/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Ken: As long as you mentioned clash marks on Fugios | want to tell you my theory unless 
| told you before. These are the heaviest and clearest clash marks on American coinage. | 
believe that the automatic coin feeder got jammed when the attendant was not watching 
or went to the toilet or was moving a box full of coined product or blanks. The men 
swinging the lever did not know the feeder was not working and swung the lever severai 
times with no blank in place. The heat which resulted raised the temperature of the dies 
and that made them slightly softer as they were clashed several times. Ordinarily the 
blank when struck took away some of the heat generated by the impact but when there 
was no blank all of the heat remained in the dies after the clashes and was not mostly 
removed as was normal when the planchets absorbed a lot of the heat and were swept 
away. Of course the multiple clashes could have caused the heavy clash marks without 
the effect of the heat. What do you think of the above? Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 





Return-Path: 
Received: from rly-xb02.mx.aol.com (rly-xb02.mail.aol.com [172.20.105.103]) by air-xb01.mail.aol.com 
(v88.20) with ESMTP id MAILINXB12-0902124927; Mon, 02 Sep 2002 12:49:27 -0400 
Received: from jerry.pcisys.net (jerry.pcisys.net [207.76.102.251]) by rly-xb02.mx.aol.com (v88.20) with 
ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXB29-0902124901; Mon, 02 Sep 2002 12:49:01 -0400 
Received: from Pinetree. pcisys.com (ca1-208-205-225-37 .cos.pcisys.net [208.205.225.37]) 

by jerry.pcisys.net (8.12.5/8.12.5) with ESMTP id g82GmQA0023670 

for Mon. 2 Sep 2002 10:48:47 -0600 (MDT) 
Message-id: 
X-Sender: 
X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.1 
Date: Mon, 02 Sep 2002 10:48:24 -0600 
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The Jordan Book 
09/04/2002 11:08:09 AM Central Daylight Time 


(Ken Bressett) 
(Eric Newman) 





Eric, 


Many, many thanks for sending me the new Jordan book. | appreciate this, as 
it is certainly something that | should study, and | was hesitating about 
buying one. 


| took a quick look through the book and spotted the Willow pieces on page 
297. It is interesting that the two reverses show an offset image in nearly 
the same position, while the obverses show the offset in the opposite 
direction. How could this happen as the result of slippage in a screw 
press? | think this further strengthens my contention that some other 
coinage method was used. 


On the other hand, | read last night that a printing press was brought to 
Boston in 1639. | am still trying to track this down, as it seems kind of 
doubtful and | know of no printed pieces attributed to such a press. Do you? 


Ken 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 


Colorado a CO 80960 


Return-Path: 
Received: from rly-xa02.mx.aol.com (rly-xa02.mail.aol.com [172.20.105.71]) by air-xa03.mail.aol.com 
(v88.20) with ESMTP id MAILINXA31-0904120809; Wed, 04 Sep 2002 12:08:09 -0400 

Received: from jerry.pcisys.net (jerry.pcisys.net [207.76.102.251]) by rly-xa02.mx.aol.com (v88.20) with 
ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXA26-0904120802: Wed, 04 Sep 2002 12:08:02 -0400 

Received: from Pinetree.pcisys.com (ca3-216-229-35-20.cos.pcisys.net [216.229.35.20]) 

by jerry.pcisys.net (8.12.5/8.12.5) with ESMTP id g84G7vRa011676 

for EE, «Wed, 4 Sep 2002 10:07:59 -0600 (MDT) 

Message-Id: 
X-Sender: 
X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.1 
Date: Wed, 04 Sep 2002 10:05:42 -0600 
To: Eric Newman 
From: Ken Bressett 
Subject: The Jordan Book 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii". format=flowed 
















Friday, September 06,2002 America Online: EnicNumis 


ZONC/TO/60 


Page | of 2 


3df-1aj]soJUIODTVIP/WIO9 SsouTsnqsuvouIOLIOdns MMM //:d1y 


Re: Tit Willow Tit Willow Tit Willow 
09/06/2002 4:43:55 PM Central Daylight Time 





This will give me something to think about over the weekend. | have looked at several pictures of 
Willow coins, and have come to no special conclusion. Oh, how | wish Walter was here to set us 


straight. Ken 


At 05:30 PM 9/6/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Continuing the mystery of how the willow trees were struck | call your attention to Denis 
Cooper page 51 where he describes a 16th century screw press where the heavy nut on 
the bottom end of the screw strikes the top of the upper die giving the upper die a torque 
motion which transfers the torque through the planchet to the lower die and if the lower 
die is not firmly locked or chucked on a heavy enough base the lower part moves. This 
can cause the planchet to turn sometimes during striking if the pressure is too great as 
the lower die and the base have to absorb the vertical impact as well as the torque of the 
screw. | was unaware of a screw press which did not have the upper die attached to the 
screw through a slider. Could there have been a press like that unloaded on 
Massachusetts from Europe because it did not work well enough? Please think about this 


possibility. Perhaps | have something. 


| have not yet studied what you pointed out after looking at Gordon Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 
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Tit Willow Tit Willow Tit Willow 
09/06/2002 4:30:49 PM Central Daylight Time 


EricNumis 





Continuing the mystery of how the willow trees were struck | call your attention to 
Denis Cooper page 51 where he describes a 16th century screw press where the 
heavy nut on the bottom end of the screw strikes the top of the upper die giving the 
upper die a torque motion which transfers the torque through the planchet to the 
lower die and if the lower die is not firmly locked or chucked on a heavy enough base 
the lower part moves. This can cause the planchet to turn sometimes during striking 
if the pressure is too great as the lower die and the base have to absorb the vertical 
impact as well as the torque of the screw. | was unaware of a screw press which did 
not have the upper die attached to the screw through a slider. Could there have been 
a press like that unloaded on Massachusetts from Europe because it did not work 
well enough? Please think about this possibility. Perhaps | have something. 

| have not yet studied what you pointed out after looking at Gordon Eric 


Friday, September U6, 2002 America Online: EricNumis 


Page 1 of 1 


Willow the Wisp 
09/07/2002 7:54:22 PM Central Daylight Time 


EricNumis 





Ken: If you read this before you go to bed you will not sleep. In the recent Walter 
Breen Cent Encyclopedia on page 22 is a picture of a screw press from the ANS. | 
believe Taxay first used these pictures in his history of the US Mint. This shows a 
planchet cutter in which the cutter keeps turning while cutting and below it shows a 
coin screw press in which the top die must keep turning while striking. These 
pictures are from an Irish source as | recall and accuracy may not be applicable. 
Nevertheless there is a picture of the upper die mounted on the screw and its 
rotation would screw up the strike just as much as if the upper die were already 
sitting on top of the planchet awaiting the impact of the rotating descending screw. 
Ye plot thickens. Eric 
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Re: Willow the Wisp 
09/08/2002 11:09:15 AM Central Daylight Time 





Eric, 


You sure do come up with amazing facts. Nothing has yet changed my mind, but | will admit that there 
is more to this than meets the eye. | still can not reconcile the thought that a screw press would have 
been used that early, then abandoned for the sway press, and then reintroduced years later for the 
small size Pine Tree coins. 


Ken 


At 08:54 PM 9/7/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Ken: If you read this before you go to bed you will not sleep. In the recent Walter Breen 
Cent Encyclopedia on page 22 is a picture of a screw press from the ANS. | believe Taxay 
first used these pictures in his history of the US Mint. This shows a planchet cutter in 
which the cutter keeps turning while cutting and below it shows a coin screw press in 
which the top die must keep turning while striking. These pictures are from an Irish 
source as | recall and accuracy may not be applicable. Nevertheless there is a picture of 
the upper die mounted on the screw and its rotation would screw up the strike just as 
much as if the upper die were already sitting on top of the planchet awaiting the impact of 
the rotating descending screw. Ye plot thickens. Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs. CO 80960 
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Re: Willow the Wisp 
09/08/2002 8:50:00 PM Central Daylight Time 


EricNumis 





Ken: The coin press picture | referred you to does not seem to have a glide rails ora 
slider which would keep the upper die from rotating when striking occurs. It looks 
like it was desirable for a planchet screw press to twist the cutter die. Do you think 
they or a European source took an available new or used planchet cutter screw 
press and converted it into a coin press by making it capable of substituting a coin 
die for the upper cutter and another coin die for the lower hollow female tube? This 
would produce a rotary motion on striking. This could be the answer, your honor. 
How does it "strike" you? Eric 

| agree the wine press was made of wood but the iron screw press for coining was 
developed over one century before 1652. 
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Re: Willow the Wisp 
09/09/2002 10:19:40 AM Central Daylight Time 





Eric, 


To me this still seems like very early technology for the new world. We know that no planchet cutter 
was used for Massachusetts silver before 1675. | do not see why elaborate machinery would have 
been needed for the very limited production of Willow Tree coins. Or if so, why it would have been 
abandoned when production was increased for the later coins that were made with a sway press (or 
something similar). 


The most accurate conclusion that can be drawn in unknown situations is almost always the simplest 
and most direct. In this case a simple progression of technology seems to be the most logical chain of 
events. 


The only coins made with a screw press prior to 1652 (that | know of) were in the Paris Mint (1 550-), 
and the Tower in London (1561 and 1640-). They are easily identified because of their superior 
appearance. None that I have seen show the doubling that is characteristic of the Willow coins. 


Ken (the unbending willow) 


At 09:50 PM 9/8/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Ken: The coin press picture | referred you to does not seem to have a glide rails ora 
slider which would keep the upper die from rotating when striking occurs. It looks like it 
was desirable for a planchet screw press to twist the cutter die. Do you think they ora 
European source took an available new or used planchet cutter screw press and 
converted it into a coin press by making it capable of substituting a coin die for the upper 
cutter and another coin die for the lower hollow female tube? This would produce a rotary 
motion on striking. This could be the answer, your honor. How does it "strike" you? Eric 


| agree the wine press was made of wood but the iron screw press for coining was 
developed over one century before 1652. 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 


Colorado = CO 80960 
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Re: Peso 
09/10/2002 1:43:34 PM Central Daylight Time 





Eric: You have made an interesting conclusion. Something that | had never thought of before, and it makes 
perfect sense. I'll bet there are also several other "weights" that became denominations. | can quickly think of 
the shekel, mark, onza and tael. There must be plenty of others. 


Rejoice! It is actually raining here today. The third time this year. 


Ken 


At 01:22 PM 9/10/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Ken: | was glad to hear from you about your reading in Spanish of the history of PESO. 
That was beyond the scope of my article on the monetary symbol for the dollar or peso. 
The symbol for the peso goes back to the 16th and 17th century and is illustrated on page 
6 of my article which shows many of the variations is use in Spanish America in the 18th 
century as developed by Cajori. 

isn't it interesting that both the pound and the peso were weights during their earlier 
periods and then became transformed to money units. When you commented that the 
peso was used in "peso de ocho reales” | realized for the first time that the curious 
English expression "Piece of eight" or "Pieces of eight" must probably have arisen from 
peso of eight because the word “piece” would not normally be used in such a context. | 
have no proof of this but it seems a half pronunciation and half translation development. 
| realize the expressions, one cent piece, two, three, five, ten, 20, 25 and 50 cent pieces, 
$1 etc gold pieces developed much later but the expression one dollar piece was never 
used for a silver dollar because piece of eight was still in the language during the 19th 
century. What think thee? Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 
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Eric, 


There are so many variables to the hand-hammering process that it is difficult for me to speculate on 
what happened to the Willow coins. | have collected and studied English hammered coins for many 
years, but their quality is much more uniform than the Willow pieces. The reason, or course, is that 
they had years of experience and produced many more pieces. One parallel, however, is with the 
coinages of Stephen, during the Civil War Anarchy, 1138-1153. His coins are often crudely made, 
double struck, and imperfect. This is likely due to inexperienced minters. 


| have watched the hand-hammering process at two experimental mints in England, and by the Gallery 
Mint. Both even iet me try to strike some coins myseif. Beiive me it isn't as easy as it seems. Still, with 
practice, the experienced minters seem to be able to do a pretty good job. | suspect that the self- 
taught Massachusetts minters never did get the hang of it, and were not consistent in their efforts. 


Your comments seem to imply that the hammer dies were fixed in a pincers-like device. That was a 
method used as eariy as Roman times, but was not practiced by aii mints. in fact the dies must have 
been so difficult to make that most hammered coins were simply made by the pile and trussel 
method. in ail cases, the "heads" die was engraved in the pile, that was securely set into an anvil or 
some sort, or a tree stump. The trussel, with the revere die, was held by hand (or tongs) and 
hammered with a three-pound hammer. Planchets could be either hot or cold, depending on their 
diameter and thickness. 


Judging from an examination of existing English hammered coins, the minters were pretty good at 
getting a decent impression from one or two blows of the hammer. Apparently they were skillful at 
repositioning the coins between the dies for any additional blows. It is unusual to find coins that are 
off center or widely double struck. Yet, such oddities do exist, as do 'brockages' and other minting 
errors. These same comments appiy to aii hand-hammered coins from ancient times to the mid- 
fifteenth century. 


| believe that the Massachusetts Willow coins were hand struck with pile and trussel dies. They may, 
or may not, have used a retaining 'box' to hold the bottom die that was affixed to a tree stump. If they 
did (as | suspect) a rough-cut planchet would have been dropped into the 'box' and the trussel die 
placed over it and hit with a hammer. If the first blow did not produce a satisfactory image, it would 
have been hit again, probably without regard for alignment with the first image. In some cases the coin 
could remain affixed to the pile while the hand held trussel rotated. 


in such a scenario, parts of both images could show in different positions. There would be no fixed 
orientation because the trussei, and the pianchet, wouid be free to rotate in any direction. Any weak 
image would be eliminated by a second biow, and there would be weak spots throughout the coins 
because of uneven planchets, uneven hardness of both dies and planchets, or tilted dies. All these 
things are common flaws with English and Spanish-American hand-hammered coins. 


Incidentally, | believe that all of the Massachusetts silver coins were made from planchets that were 
cut from strips before being struck. Jordan seems to think the coins were cut from the Strips after 
being struck. | find no evidence of this, and in fact find it illogical. There is plenty of evidence to the 
contrary in all of the pieces made from 1652-1682. Jordan's supposition is probably based on coins 
made with the German/Austrian roller presses, which is a totally different process than with the simple 
Sway press that was used in America. 


Ken 
Thursday, September 26, 2002. =America Oniine: EricNumis 
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At 12:17 PM 9/26/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Ken: What happens when the dies for a hammer strike remain closed after the first strike 
and the second strike occurs. The spread of the planchet from the first strike has taken 
place during the first strike. Does the planchet movement move the planchet design 
relative to the die design or does part of it remain together? Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 
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Re: Willow Tree Discussion 
10/08/2002 7:38:15 PM Central Daylight Time 





Thanks Eric. | am away this week but will try to digest and answer this correspondence as soon as | can get 
to it. 
Ken 


At 01:02 PM 10/8/2002 -0400, you wrote: 


Dear Ken: | have just sent to you the communication | received from Louis Jordan of 
Notre Dame University. You can see what a fine researcher, thinker and writer he is. It is 
so refreshing to make a new numismatic friend like that. | am sending him your address. 
Eric 
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Dear Lou and Ken: In the middle of the night | woke up and decided that the Willow 
Tree Coinage could have been struck somewhat differently than the prior options all 
of us have been reviewing. | am sending it to Ken promptly before he comments on 
Lou's last communication to me. 

My new option is that the Willows could have been struck in a small hand turned 
screw press of the type we now would put in the class of a medal press. This would 
be a screw press without impact from the momentum of heavy weights at the ends of 
the lever. It would be only a squeezing force. It would be a small frame easily made in 
Massachusetts and which had a horizontal handle to be turned by the operator. The 
upper die would be turned by the rotation of the screw thus creating a rotary motion 
on striking. The lower die could be either locked in place or in a cup so that it would 
rotate on striking. This would be a slow process for one man to do so that few coins 
would be struck. This would enable the upper die on contact with the planted to turn 
the lower die. This would often require the operator to see if the planted was struck 
well enough or should be put back again for another squeeze. It would result in a 
change in position of the dies relative to the design on the first striking of the piece. 
Putting the unsatisfactorily struck squeezed expanded coin back between the dies by 
hand would result in a design position change. There would be no collar in such 
minting equipment. There would be no square chuck or slider to keep the upper die 
from turning. It would a much simpler machine to construct than a heavier 
“balancier" screw press which had a bounce back base to absorb its impact, needed 
several hands to operate, needed only a single striking and was much faster. This 
could not be used for planted cutting as it was too weak and too small. The rocker 
press for Oak Trees would be a forward step and not be a backward one. 

What do you think of this option for a solution? — Eric 
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Hi Eric and Lou, 


These comments seem reasonable, and they raise some of the same questions that | have about Eric's 
latest medal press theory. For Lou's benefit, here is what | wrote in my last e-mail to Eric: 


"lam at a loss to know if your latest theory is a possibility. My feeling is that the kind of press you 
envision would not have sufficient force to impress an image on a metal planchet. Evidence for this is 
that (to my knowledge) no such press has ever been used for coinage in any other mint. Also, | 
suspect that anything made by such a pressing would show gross evidence of drag and scuff marks." 


| still contend that only a hand-hammering operation would produce the kind of doubling that is 
common to the Willow Tree series. 


Ken 


At 02:09 PM 10/14/2002 -0400, Lou Jordan wrote: 


Dear Eric and Ken, 


| spent the weekend completing some research on Somer Islands tokens and have not checked 
my e-mail since Friday afternoon. 


Eric, your new theory sounds quite plausible. The small medal press had been around since 
before 1550 and thus would not be considered the latest equipment a century later in the 
1650's. Also, the faster rocker press would be an improvement. | do not know precisely how 
the small medal press worked but it does seem it could have caused the rotary motion problems 
we see on the coins. 


My one question is: Wouldn't the press cause the image to be completely doubled? Why would 
the doubling be limited to a specific quadrant or half of the face and not the entire face? In my 
figures 14 and 15 some numbers of the date are double struck while others are not. Also, some 
letters in the legend are doubled, or more correctly were struck twice one beside the other, 
(DOOM) while others with the same die (reverse A) and DOM. 


All best on this Columbus Day, 


Lou 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 


Colorado oe CO 80960 
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Re: Die cups 
11/9/02 9:41:14 PM Eastern Standard Time 
EricNumis 





Ken: | am glad you and Bert had a nice Hawaiian vacation. 

As far as the (not The) Numismatist format goes | think this will remedy itself and they will beg to have you and Dave 
back in. They refused to publish the article | submitted on an unknown American 1849 Counterfeit Coin Detector 
because it was scheduled for January or February 2003 but they published my lampoon on fakes in November 2002 
issue. Barbara has been forced to change the format! believe. My unknown American 1849 CCD article will be 
published in EQUILIBRIUM (scale collectors' magazine) anyhow as Barbara originally agreed. Now Coin World wants 
to publish that article early in 2003. Am | stooping too much to have it in CW? | want your advice on this. | felt that 
some numismatists might be interested in a remarkable unknown invention made to take care of the excess U.S. 
coinage ($1 and $20 etc.) caused by the Gold Rush. Perhaps the new policy of the Numismatist is best for the Fake 
Club membership and that is why they published that. Thrive. ERIC 


Sunday, December 01,2002 |= America Online: Guest ‘ 
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Re: The Red Book 
12/09/2002 7:52:13 PM Central Standard Time 


pi 





No wonder there are so many coin dealers. Only, some of them do not even understand the Red 
Book. 


At 08:18 PM 12/9/2002 -0500, you wrote: 


Dear Ken: | have been informed that a person who spoke to Lester Merkin asked Merkin 
what were the basic elements of being a successful coin dealer. Merkin replied: 

1: He must be familiar with The Red Book. 

2: He must understand the psychology of coin buyers and coin sellers. 

3: He must have served at least one year in a penitentiary. 


Margo Russell is supposed to have refused to print the response in Coin World, but | was 
told it was publicized elsewhere. | thought the mention of The Red Book might intrigue 
you. Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 


Colorado a CO 80960 


Return-Path: 

Received: from rly-xi03.mx.aol.com (rly-xi03.mail.aol.com [172.20.116.8]) by air-xi03.mail.aol.com (v90.10) 
with ESMTP id MAILINXI33-1209205213; Mon, 09 Dec 2002 20:52:13 -0500 

Received: from jerry.pcisys.net (jerry.pcisys.net [207.76.102.251]) by rly-xi03.mx.aol.com (v90.10) with 
ESMTP id MAILRELAYINXI35-1209205203; Mon, 09 Dec 2002 20:52:03 -0500 

Received: from Pinetree.pcisys.com (ca2-216-229-35-247 .cos.pcisys.net [216.229.35.247]) 

by jerry.pcisys.net (8.12.5/8.12.5) with ESMTP id gBA1q0ga008469 

; Mon, 9 Dec 2002 18:52:02 -0700 (MST) 








X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.1 

Date: Mon, 09 Dec 2002 18:51:59 -0700 

To: 

From: Ken Bressett 

Subject: Re: The Red Book 

In-Reply-To: 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; 
boundary="=====================_57181 ==_.ALT" 









Monday, December 16,2002 America Online: EricNumis 


Page | of 1 


SIUMNOW :ouljuG BoLIoUTY ¢0QOT ‘O[ Arenuer ‘Aeptt.j 


Subj: THE FANTASTIC 1804 DOLLAR 

Date: 1/11/2003 9:55:00 AM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: 


Dear Ken: You must be very careful about persons you "associate" with. | just read in the E-Sylum of 1/ 5/ 03 and 
did not know that Lynn Glaser on two occasions has spent time in jail. He was an associate in research with 
Walter Breen in the above book. This now constitutes a new record to have both named researchers on the title 
page of a book subsequently serve time while neither of the authors have had such an opportunity. 
Congratulations on selecting such reliable people to associate with. Please behave as | do not want to be the only 
one left to be denied free room and board. 

Eric 
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Subj: Re: (no subject) 
Date: 2/9/2003 7:16:07 PM Central Standard Time 


ho: 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 


Thanks Eric: 


The Fernand David collection was auctioned by J. Schulman on March 11, 1930. There is no indication of its 
previous pedigree. What is interesting is that it is listed as a Shultz piece, despite the fact the coin is inscribed 
Shults. A nice "catch" for someone in the Netherlands. 


It this piece was not made, and salted in a European sale by Nagy, it must have been made by Paul's older 


relative, Co Wytlys Franklin. 


Are you sure that the Smithsonian has no accession info on the "16" revaluation stamp? They said they had no 
record of the Ryder 40, but | looked into their files and found that they actually did. It was given to them as part of 
a lot of miscellaneous British counterfeits and other oddities that was donated by Mendel Petersen (?sp), a navy 
man and member of the Washington coin club, who did occasional volunteer work at the Smithsonian for many 
years. Lots are not always individually broken down in Smithsonian accession records, and they are the ideal 
place to "salt" material. 


It may be possible to learn where the "16" piece came from, but it will probably be a dead end trail. We have 
never discussed these pieces but | have always been weary of them, mostly because of Swoger's hyper 
insistence that they be listed in the Red Book. (Of course | resisted). | would like to hear more of what you know 
about these curious pieces. 


Did | mention that | am going to replace the picture of the Bowie $5 in the Red Book with a picture of the $1 
pattern? | think | can get away with that without "the old boys club" suing the publisher for harming the value of 
their pieces. Hopefully, later | can eliminate any mention of the $5 piece altogether. 


Ken 


At 03:27 PM-2/9/2003 -0500; you wrote: 


Ken: thank-you for ttre -coptes of communications. 

Perhaps | told you previously that at the time of the Chicago convention at which the $20 USAOG 
hearing was begun | believe | learned that a joke was played on Kosoff as to the Schultz overstrike 
on the Mexican peso. The coin was borrowed from Kosoff prior thereto and an electro was made 
from it. The electro instead of the original was returned to Kosoff to see if he knew the difference. He 
didn't. Later he was told about the "joke" and the two pieces were exchanged. Whether Nagy made 
the original depends on when the original was first discovered. Do you know whether the Davis 
collection was its first appearance? 

Since you are concerned about the 10 reales coin of Santo Domingo | have some new unanswered 
problems about the 16 revaluation counterstamp which Swoger once investigated about 8 years 
ago. | understand that Smithsonian has one with no accession data. This reminds me of the Ryder 
40 Vermont which showed up in Smithsonian and had no accession record. This also reminds me of 
the official statements about the 1804 dollar being as good as the one in the Mint Collection. 
Methinks that the technique of salting a gold mine sample may have been applied to the 
Smithsonian collection as a means to help authenticate other pieces owned on the putside. Have we 
ever talked about this? Eric 
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Date: 

From: 
To: 


Dear Ken: 
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Re: Red Book 
03/09/2004 12:46:25 PM Central Standard Time 
EricNumis 


All of the makers of gold ingot bars are omitted from the index and | think they 
should probably be there. 

The misspelling is ANGELL. The correct name is Agrell but the error on the unlisted 
pieces is spelled Agnell which was the same as the typo in Adams 1912 book. If 
you need more please ask. 


Please read in Perspective No. 9 of the American Rarities publication an article 
about the $20 Screw Press thing. | have already told them about their wanting to 
sell the original if one turns up. 


Eric 
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Subj: Re: Red Book 

Date: 03/09/2004 4:03:45 PM Central Standard Time 
From: 

To: 


Thanks Eric. | will be able to take care of this now. Your help is always appreciated. 
Ken 


At 01:46 PM 3/9/2004 -0500, you wrote: 


Dear Ken: 

All of the makers of gold ingot bars are omitted from the index and | think 
they should probably be there. 

The misspelling is ANGELL. The correct name is Agrell but the error on 
the unlisted pieces is spelled Agnell which was the same as the typo in 
Adams 1912 book. If you need more please ask. 


Please read in Perspective No. 9 of the American Rarities publication an 
article about the $20 Screw Press thing. | have already told them about 
their wanting to sell the original if one turns up. 

Eric 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 


Colorado a CO 80960 
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Subj: Re: Arizona 1853 $20 USAOG Hoard 
Date: 02/24/2005 5:47:22 P.M. Central Standard Time 


From: EricNumis 
To: 
Dear Ken: 


| am so glad you had a fine Mexican vacation event and that your physical check 
up found you good for many more Tours de Fun. 


| hesitate to ask Dave for a picture of the $200 because he did not include it 

in his Central America coffee table book (the book supports the coffee table, not 
the opposite) or in any other of his publications | am familiar with. | might ask 
David Sundman to ask Dave unless you have a better way to do it. 

Let me first see if Kleeberg who may be interested in furnishing data for the 
Buttrey web site in England may be of help. 

Double Wow. _ Eric 


Thursday, February 24, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Guide Book 
Date: 9/13/2006 3:35:57 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 
To: 


Dear Ken: 

| received today a beautifully bound red covered book with four different images of the editor. This total might be 
somewhat of a record in itself. Perhaps you can add a baby picture in the next edition to make it five.. The 
shocking thing was that the research editor did not get his picture in it. 

| had long given up ever receiving a copy but with your signature in it | am delighted. | sincerely thank you and 
Whitman. The book is refreshing in look, the images are great and the layout makes it easy to read. 

Great Collectors of the Past leaves out Paul Franklin and his friend but maybe there has to be a time span 
between death and inclusion. 

| am ready to suggest a correction to page 78 but do not know whether that goes to the research editor or to you. 
Please give Bert my best and keep having fun. Eric 


Wednesday, September 13, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: C4 Newsletter 

Date: 12/29/2006 4:36:08 PM Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: 


Dear Ken; 
With 2007 almost here | want to have better health come to Bert and for you to "stay the course”. 


These are very complex times. One senator wants to have his new colleagues sworn in using the bible and not 
the Koran because when you swear in on the bible you as senator are entitled take bribes, cover up the truth and 
lie in a way you would not previously know about. If you follow the Koran you can go to Mecca at your 
convenience and be purified. Perhaps both should be used but this decision should be submitted to the ANA for 
review. If you have read the Orosz current letter to the Coin World editor you will realize that a snow storm is not 
the only storm occurring in Colorado Springs. 


As to your comment on the C 4 publication | want you to review Fiddler on the Roof unless you remember it. Poor 
Tevia, the milk man, wishes he were a rich man so that everyone would listen to what he says. 

Apparently in the past some numismatic opinions depend on the wealth of the source or the backer. May | find my 
C 4 before | comment? | look forward to that. 

Please see that some of us keep our sense of humor and get a smile out of things going on. 


Evelyn joins me in wishing you both a celebration of everything you can. Eric 


Friday, December 29, 2006 America Online: EricNumis 


Kenneth Bressett 





KENNETH BRESSETT 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80960 


Phone: (719) 579-8217 - nai: Fax: (719) 579-0717 


Jwuiy SoY 2007 
Dear Eric, 


The ANA Summer Seminar is now over, and as usual we all had 
a great time. Several things would have been of interest to 
you. I will try to recapture them here: 


Fred Halabird and Don Kagin presented a full-length session 
on Territorial Gold. I sat in on parts of it. Don also gave 
an evening talk on research he is doing on the "so-called" 
Proof U.S. Assay $20 gold coins. ) 


Don had with him examples of many of the suspicious pieces 
that are associated with the $20 fake. I had a chance to 
examine them all under magnification. One of his employees, 
David McCarthy, has discovered the original (genuine) coin 
from which the reproduction dies were made. Don now plans 
to expose the entire hoax with proof of how the Proof coins 
and other pieces were made. He plans on having a conference 
of interested parties to examine his new evidence and come 
to conclusions about the origin of these pieces. I have 
been invited to sit in on this. 


Fred Halabird showed me research he is doing concerning 
some fake gold bars that supposedly came from the Brother 
Jonathan shipwreck. He plans on publishing that soon in one 
of the professional metallurgical journals. We also talked 
about the article by John Kleeberg. Fred thinks his work is 
flawed because of his lack of understanding about the bars. 
I tried to convince him that John's work on the coins is 
valid even if he is not 100% right about some of the bars. 


David McCarthy gave a talk on the Standish Barry (SB) gold. 
doubloon. We got to examine the Barry piece, the Brasher 
Lima piece, and regular Brasher coins with the hallmark on 
the breast, and on the wing. Quite a confluence of rarities 
and a nice chance to compare all of them. He has some very 
convincing evidence about the origin of the Barry piece. I 
will attach copies of background information he gave to me. 


3105 Spimgndge Dr. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80906-3748 


I located the information that I mentioned about the man in 
Keene, NH who was associated with the Vermont man, Ezra 
Styles, (supervisor of printing of state currency) who was 
accused of counterfeiting. It really does not implicate 
either of them, but is an interesting connection. I will 
include copies of significant portions of the contemporary 
diary that contains this information. It is published in a 
delightful book entitled Very Poor and of a Low Make. The 
Journal of Abner Sanger. If you are not familiar with this 
book, I highly recommend it. Sanger (1739-1822) was a Tory 
resident of Keene who kept a daily log of everything he 
did, with comments on the weather, his work, payments, and 
things that went on around him. 


I hope you enjoy all of this, and that it is useful to you 
in your research. It is always a pleasure working with you 
on these projects. 


Peace, 


a hed Ca eee 


P.S. The Abner Sanger book (edited by Lois K. Stabler) was 
published for the Historical Society of Cheshire County by 
Peter E. Randall in Portsmouth, NH. °1986..I located a copy 
on the Internet some years ago. 
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Subj: Re: 1853 USAOG $20 STUDY 
Date: 4/9/2008 7:33:24 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 





Thank you Ken for sending me a copy of the people being called to the 1853 USAOG $20 conference at 
Baltimore. You might tell the meeting arranger that the name of the arbitration was Garland vs Ryan rather 
than the names which were stated. The first and second editions of the book written by Dannreuther 
commented specifically on the matter and so did J.P. Martin long before on several occasions. | forgot who 
wrote the new condemnation showing the identical dent on the branch, etc. Perhaps the group should proceed 
without the arbitration complaint because no one has apparently advised the group who now may have the 
proof pieces to be studied and if they are going to be exhibited at the conference. Perhaps they should set up a 
fact hiding committee first. Eric. 


In a message dated 4/9/2008 4:36:29 P.M. Central Daylight Time, ii rites: 


Eric: | thought you would like to see this. ---Ken 
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**** Please do not reply to this email. Send your responses directly to 


Wednesday, April 09, 2008 AOL: EricNumis 
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Dear Pioneer Study Forum Participant, 


Due to the inordinate time it is taking to get the several USAOG specimens properly 
analyzed for metal content, we have elected to postpone the round table discussion of 
these controversial pieces until our regular SPPN annual meeting at the summer ANA in 
Baltimore. We hold these meetings on the Sat. of ANA at 11AM and hope that you all can 
be there. This should be a lively dissuasion. We hope to have all the coins imaged as 
well as available for review. 


In the meantime, we will send you images with information about each specimen for your 
comments over the next couple of months. Thank you for your participation. 


Also if anyone has access to the original Newman v. Ford PNG arbitration complaint, we 
would appreciate a copy. Or if any of you come across any prooflike Assay Office 20 s; 
let us Know. Thanks, again. Don 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 


Colorado a CO 80960 


Planning your summer road trip? Check out AOL Travel Guides. 


Wednesday, April 09, 2008 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1853 USAOG $20 

Date: 4/10/2008 3:02:09 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: 

To: 


“Fordian slip" indeed! | love your sense of humor. This one is priceless. ---Ken 


At 09:27 PM 4/9/2008 -0400, you wrote: 


Dear Ken: 

| failed to mention in my last blast to you on the above subject that | note in the first paragraph of the 
message to the group that there will be a "lively dissuasion". My dictionary indicates that those 
words indicate that someone is vigorously trying to persuade someone to oppose a matter and that 
would be a predetermination of an issue. Perhaps the meeting should be called off if the issue has 
been decided in advance. The "dissuasion" is a memorable "Fordian" slip. 

Eric 


Planning your summer road trip? Check out AOL Travel Guides. 


Kenneth Bressett 
P.O. Box 60145 
Colorado Springs, CO 80960 


Friday, April 11, 2008 AOL: EricNumis 
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Vermont Cent Order of nition: 


Rupert Mint Newburgh Mint 
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3 27 
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10 on . composition 
4 24 VI 
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B-B Ryder Sheldon basal Condition 


Bo No v Census te 
1 2 S § 1.25 60-25 1785 
€ 3 6 £.50 50-25 
3 4 a 1.26 45-25 
4 6 4 low 1,00 60-25 1786 
5 7 4 1.25 65-50 
6 & 5 1.6 50-25 
7 y 5 2450 55015 
& iO 6 low 2.50 15-12 
+) il 6 2,00 15-10 
10 is 7 high 10.00 15-10 1787 
il 34 & unique omen 15<0 
iz 14 4 ~60 65-25 
13 12 4 ~60 60-25 
14 32 8 10-8 
16 is 5S high 1.50 50-12 1786 
16 20 4 high «75 35-20 
1? £3 5 1.50 60-15 
is 36 8 10.00 20-12 
19 22 6 2.50 45-15 
26 21 & 1.50 40-15 
21 17 5S high 2.00 35-20 
22 16 3 «60 YS BB-2LS 
23 £6 7 4.00 50-15 
24i-¥ 25 4 75 35-20 
24V1 25 5 overstrike 1,00 20-12 
24VIII 25 8 0 10-6 
101 is 2 250 50-35 1787 
102 27 3 «60 45-25 1788 
103 18 6 3.00 60-50 
104 35 7 10.00 5-2 
105 33 8S unigue <8 ere) 
106 28 6 2.50 40-20 
1071 £9 6 2.00 60-15 
10711 29 7 3.50 AS EGE 
108 c& 3 ~ 60 45-15 
102 Ks 6] 7 5.00 20-8 
110 Kes § & high 1.50 40-20 
111 C.i-t 7 5.00 15-6 
112 1 6 6.00 20-12 1785 
201 5 8 50.00 4-2 


